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Over 2 lakh patients receive free treatment in 6 yrs
PMJAY boon for cancer patients in Guj : The Asian Age, 5™ Feb. 2025
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m Over 2 lakh patients receive free treatment in 6 yrs
PMJAY boon for cancer patients in Guj

SHASHI BHUSHAN
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

The Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY),
launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
has proven to be an invalu-
able boon for the poor and
middle class in Gujarat, as
over two lakh cancer
patients received free
treatment in the last six
years, with the state gov-
ernment marking a pre-
approved fund of over
%2,855 crores for it.

On “World Cancer Day”
on Tuesday, a Gujarat gov-
ernment official said that
the PMJAY has emerged
as a lifeline for patients in
need of treatment and
diagnosis for serious dis-
eases like cancer.

The official said that a
significant stride has been

made by the state in pro-
viding treatment and diag-
nosis for cancer patients
through the PMJAY-MA
scheme. “Over the past six
years, more than two lakh
cancer patients in the state
have received free treat-
ment, with the state gov-
ernment approving over
22,855 crores to pre-
approved funds for their
care. This initiative under-
scores the state’s commit-
ment to making world-
class cancer treatment
accessible to all,” he said.
The official noted that the
Gujarat Cancer Research
Institute (GCRI), a collabo-
rative effort between the
Gujarat government and
the Gujarat Cancer Society,
has become a cornerstone
of cancer treatment and
care in the state.
“Equipped with state-of-

» THE GUJARAT govt
marking a pre-approved
fund of over 2,855
crores for cancer
patients treatment

the-art medical facilities,
GCRI is fully committed to
offering world-class treat-
ment to cancer patients. In
2024, the GCRI registered
a total of 25,956 cancer
cases, and of these, 17,107
were from Gujarat, 8,843
were from other states,
including 4,331 from
Madhya Pradesh, 2,726
from Rajasthan, 1,043 from
Uttar Pradesh, and the
rest from various other
states,” he said, adding
that additionally, six inter-
national patients sought
treatment at GCRI.

The official pointed out
that these statistics reflect

the trust and credibility
the GCRI has earned as a
leading provider of spe-
cialised cancer care.

He stated that in a sensi-
tive effort towards cancer
treatment and diagnosis
for the state’s patients, the
Gujarat government has
adopted a decentralised
approach to cancer care,
and 35 district day care
chemotherapy centres
have been established in
all districts of the state.
These centres provide
essential chemotherapy
treatment to cancer
patients undergoing care
at district hospitals.

“As of December 2024,
over 71,000 cancer patients
had availed themselves of
more than 2,03,000
chemotherapy sessions
(cycles) at these centres,”
he said.
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Cancer awareness programme
organised: The Statesman, 5"

Feb.2025

‘Walk of Hope’ conducted to

spread awareness on World Cancer
Day: The Statesman, 5" Feb.2025

‘Unify to Notify’ Campaign
launched: The Statesman, 5™
Feb.2025

Cancer awareness programme organised:
An awareness programme was organised by a
city hospital on the occasion of World Cancer
Day, observed every year on 4 February, on
Tuesday. In India, cancer cases are rising rap-
idly. Experts from the Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR) have predicted a 12.8 per
cent increase in cancer cases in India by 2025.
On the occasion, Dr Sanjeev Gupta, Medical
Director, Action Cancer Hospital, highlighted
that cancer cases are rapidly increasing in
India, and it is important to pay attention to
the growing concern. He emphasised that
detecting symptoms early and seeking timely
medical intervention can lead to more effec-
tive treatment and faster recovery.

'Walk of Hope' conducted to spread aware-
ness on World Cancer Day: In a united effort
to spread awareness about cancer and
emphasise the importance of early detection,
students of Orchids The International School,
Delhi-NCR conducted the 'Walk of Hope™ in
collaboration with the Indian Cancer Society
(ICS)-Delhi, on World Cancer Day. The 'Walk of
Hope™ featured an impactful 'Nukkad Natak®
(street play) performed by the students, fol-
lowed by an informative workshop by the ICS
Team for the school staff to make them
aware and engage as a community in the
fight against cancer. Renuka Prasad, Joint
Secretary, Indian Cancer Society-Delhi, said,
“Cancer awareness is crucial in reducing the
disease's global impact. Medical check-up
camps and awareness initiatives empower
individuals with the correct knowledge and
encourage early detection, ultimately saving
lives.”

‘Unify to Notify' campaign launched: Apollo
Cancer Centres, in collaboration with the
Oncology Forum of Delhi, Cancer Centre
AlIMS, and Delhi Cancer Registry (DCR) launch-
es a hationwide campaign ~ Unify to Notify ~
on World Cancer Day. The campaign urges the
government to classify cancer as a notifiable
disease, a much-needed critical step for com-
bating the menace of the disease. India cur-
rently reports over 14 lakh new cancer cases
annually, with the number expected to rise
to 15.7 lakhs by 2025. While 15 states,
including Haryana, Karnataka, Tripura, West
Bengal, Punjab, Mizoram, Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, Assam, Manipur, and
Rajasthan, have already made cancer a noti-
fiable disease, nationwide implementation
remains a necessity.
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Health project launched:

The Statesman, 6
Feb.2025

‘Cancer Awareness
Programme’: The
Statesman, 6" Feb.2025

Date: 06.02.2025

Health project launched: On World Cancer
Day, Artemis Hospitals, in association with Sig-
nature Global Foundation, announced the
launch of a health project, AarogyaRise earlier
this month. This initiative will look to address
the alarming issue of lack of access to health-
care in rural and underserved communities by
adopting a mobile health clinic and fully
equipped healthcare buses offering cancer
screenings and other critical services. These
buses will focus on villages and slums around
Gurgaon and shall then provide essential
screenings to people and much-needed ICU
services. The key focus of the Artemis Hospi-
tals is cancer awareness and early detection.

‘Cancer Awareness Programme’: Fortis Hospi-
tal Manesar, in collaboration with the National
Highway Authority of India, marked World Can-
cer Day with a successful "Cancer Awareness
Programme" held at the Kherki Daula Toll Plaza
on the Delhi-Jaipur Highway. The event under-
scored the importance of cancer awareness
and showcased Fortis Healthcare's dedication
to providing cutting-edge cancer treatment.
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3" Annual Cancer Conclave 2025: The Statesman, 7% Feb.2025

3rd Annual Cancer Conclave 2025: UHAPO,
one of the leading cancernavigation and
home care enterprises, organised the third
edition of The CancerConclave 2025, a vir-
tual gathering of prominent oncologists,
Policymakers,researchers, NGOs, industry
representatives, cancer survivors, and care-
giversto discuss advancements, challenges,
and the future of cancer care in India. Dr
Kumar Prabhash, a medical oncologist from
Mumbai,highlighted the need for advocacy
INn cancer care, remarking, 'advocacy
incancer care is crucial ™ not just for raising
awareness, but for driving systemiccha-
nge.
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Walk for Life- stride Against Cancer hosted: The Statesman, 18" Feb.2025

' ip event, |
\ fits flagship g .
?\‘:32\5 for Life - stride Agamat \‘
cancer T at Jawahqr\a\ Nerr\rr‘-
Stadium, New Delhi, to coDaV | \\
memorate Wworld cancer i
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The Statesman

'Gulabi P
ankhl o, .
initiative to combat breast Date: 23.02.2025
cancer aware
ness crisis am
ong rural

women: The S
: tate
sman, 23" Feb. 2025

S

\ launched 'Gulabi pankh,' @ |arge-scalé initiative
\ dedicated to educating and empowering
1 women in underserved commumt\es. The

\ ings, qwareness sessions, and se\f-exam’ma—
‘\ tion training, ensuring life-saving interverr
\ tions reach those who need them the most.
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