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Chronicle

INDO AMERICAN HOSPITAL HOLDS DOCTORS' TRAINING PROGRAMME: DECCAN

CHRONICLE,1%" SEPTEMBER 2024

& Research Institute.

CORRESPON DENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 31

The Basavatarakam
Indo American Can-
cer Hospital & Rese-
arch Institute, which
is the nodal centre for
training surgical on-
cologists from differ-
ent states under a pro-
gramme assisted by
Japan International
Cooperation Agency
(JICA), on Saturday
said it has completed
the training of a first
batch of doctors un-
der the programme/
Doctors working in
government hospitals
in Tamil Nadu com-
prised the first batch.

Dr T. Subramanye-
shwar Rao, medical
director and head, sur-
gical oncology depart-

Date: 01.09.2024

Doctors who attended the programme at
Basavatarakam Indo American Cancer Hospital

— BY ARRANGEMENT

INDO AMERICAN HOSPITAL HOLDS
DOCTORS’ TRAINING PROGRAMME

ment of the hospital,
said, “this strategic
partnership is expect-
ed to be a game-chang-
er, widening treatment
options in specialised
cancer care offered at
government hospitals.
Providing advanced
training and mentor-
ship, we are proud to
be a part of this perti-
nent effort that will no
doubt bring substan-
tial benefits to those
battling gynecological
cancers."

The programme,
assisted by JICA, fol-
lowed a memorandum
of understanding to
formalize the training
partnership between
the International
Development Center
of Japan, a leading
Japanese consulting
firm.
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Date: 10.09.2024

GST on cancer drugs cut to 5% : Deccan Chronicle,10" September 2024

GST on cancer drugs cut to 5%

GoM will look into demands for lower GST on health, life insurance premiums

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 9

The goods and services
tax (GST) Council, chaired
by Union finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, on
Monday decided to cut tax
rates on cancer drugs to 5
per cent from 12 per cent
and snacks (namkeens)
from 18 per cent to 12 per-
cent.

The GST council also
decided that funds given
for research to state-affili-
ated universities, or those
that have obtained income
tax exemption, can receive
research funds both from
the public (government)
and private sectors and
will be exempt from pay-
ing GST.

It also deferred some
crucial ones, especially
reducing GST rate on
health and life insurance
premiums from the cur-
rent 18 per cent and the

@ Rate on cancer drugs cut to 5% from 12%

® Outgo on select snacks reduced from 18% to 12%
® GST on helicopter services for pilgrims and tourists

to be 5% from earlier 18%.

@ Grants for R&D to universities, institutions exempt

from GST

@ Exemption on life and health insurance from GST

deferred

@ Decision on 18% GST for payment aggre-
gators for income generated from trans-
actions below 2,000 deferred.

Y

GST on payment aggrega-
tors on income from trans-
actions under Rs 2,000.

Briefing reporters after
the 54th GST Council
meeting, Sitharaman said
that it has been decided to
have a GoM to look into
the GST rate on life and
health insurance. It will
submit the report by
October end.

“The Council will meet

in November and finalise
the decision based on the
GoM'’s recommendation,”.
she said.

“A GoM will also be con-
stituted to deal with the
issue concerning compen-
sation cess, which will
cease after March 2026,”
she said.

The Council also main-
tained status quo on
online gaming, casinos,

and racecourses and delib-
erated on the GoM’s status
report on rate rationalisa-
tion and online gaming.
“The revenue from
online gaming has
increased by 412 per cent
and has reached 6,909
crore in just six months.
Similarly, revenues from
casinos have increased 30
per cent to ¥214 crore in
the six months after the

GST was notified,” she
added

Meanwhile, the revenue
secretary Sanjay
Malhotra told the media
that government school
boards in states and those
under the Centre are
being exempted from GST.

Clarifying on the GST on
advertising services,
Malhotra said that there
was a clarification on the
place of supply relating to
advertising services
remitted by Indian enti-
ties to foreign firms.

“It is clarified that the
foreign entity’s place will
be considered the place of
supply and hence, GST
will be exempt,” Malhotra
said.

He further said that a
clarification would also be
issued for the availability
of input tax credits for
vehicle dealers for demo
vehicles supplied by auto-
mobile manufacturers.
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Robotic thyroid procedure leaves no scars: Deccan
Chronicle, 11™ September 2024

Date: 11.09.2024

Robotic thyroid
procedure leaves
no scars

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, SEPT. 10

Apollo Cancer Centre (ACC) in
Chennai has performed Tamil
Nadu’s first scar-less robotic
thyroidectomy.

This innovative procedure
ensures speedy recovery with
less complications. It marks a
significant advancement and
provides excellent quality of
life to the patients.

Dr. P. Venkat, senior consult-
ant, Surgical Oncology, Apollo
Cancer Centres, said Robotic
Assisted Breast Axillo
Insufflation Thyroidectomy
(Rabit) approach was a signifi-
cant advancement in robotic
thyroid surgery. It offers supe-
rior cosmetic results, and a
safe and minimally invasive
procedure for both malignant
and benign cases.

Kalavathy (name changed), a
45-year-old cancer winner,
reported to have swelling in
the front of her neck. Imaging
revealed a localised disease,
and diagnostic tests verified
that the patient had PTC (pap-
illary carcinoma thyroid - is an
epithelial malignancy showing
evidence of follicular cell dif-
ferentiation and distinctive
nuclear features).

She underwent a robotic total
thyroidectomy at ACC,
Chennai, in March 2023. After
a successful surgery, she was
discharged the following day.
After 18 months, Kalavathy is
living a normal life with no
visible scars, he said.

This method can remove thy-
roid glands up to 8 cm in size.
It ensures safe procedures
without neck scars. This trans-
formational approach is an
ideal choice for patients suffer-
ing from thyroid cancers, espe-
cially, for the growing young
population who are being diag-
nosed with this condition, he
added.
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GST on cancer drugs slashed to 5 pc; Assam, Meghalaya CMs welcome move: The Statesman, 11"
September 2024

GSTon cancerdrugsslashed to5pc;
Assam, Meghalaya CMswelcome move

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, 10 SEPTEMBER

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman announced
asignificantreduction in the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
on cancer drugs, lowering
the rate from 12 per cent to
5 per cent.

The decision, made during
the 54th GST Council meeting
on September 9, has been
praised by Assam and Megha-
laya Chief Ministers for its
potential to ease the financial
burden on cancer patients.

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
expressed his gratitude on
social media, highlighting
the positive impact the reduc-
tion will have on patients

and ongoing cancer care
investments. "We are extreme-
ly grateful to Hon'ble Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
and the entire GST Council
for reducing GST on cancer
drugs from 12 per cent to 5
per cent . This will greatly
benefit patients and support
ongoinginvestments in cancer

care," Sarma posted on X.

Similarly, Meghalaya Chief
Minister Conrad K Sangma
hailed the move, emphasising
the benefits for the common
man. "Thereduction of GST
oncancerdrugsto5 per cent
will significantly reduce the
cost of treatment and ease
the burden on patients. Thank
you, FM Nirmala Sitharaman,
for this decision," Sangma
stated on X.

Inaddition to the reduction
in cancer drug GST, the coun-
cil also lowered the tax on
namkeen from 18 per cent
to 12 per cent. Further dis-
cussions on reducing GST
rates on health insurance
are expected to take placein
the council's next meeting
in November.
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50-bed electro-homoeopathy cancer hospital opens in city:The Statesman, 12" September 2024

Date: 12.09.2024

50-bed electro-homoeopathy cancer hospi-
tal opens in city: BR Healthcare and Devi
Ahilya Cancer Pain & Palliative Care Centre
have jointly inaugurated a new palliative care
centre in Delhi on Wednesday. The centre
offers specialised care and relief to cancer
patients. This 50-bed electro-homoeopathy
cancer Hospital aims to provide treatment
for cancer patients without chemotherapy,
radiation, or surgery, offering relief from
pain and discomfort through the power of
electro-homeopathy. Dr Ajay Hardia, the
founder of Devi Ahilya Cancer Pain & Pallia-
tive Care Center, shared, "Our mission is to
improve the quality of life for cancer
patients through electro homoeopathy. We
are committed to relieving pain without side
effects, enhancing the overall well-being of
our patients."”
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Thyroid cancer Prevention and cure: The Statesman, 13" September 2024.

hvyroid cancer - Prevention and cure

September is thyroid cancer
awareness month. Healthcare
experts shed light on what
measures can be followed to
avoid getting affected by this
particular health issue:

Dr Isha Banerji, director,
DrPrasanta Banerji Home-
opathic Research Clinic
Thyroid cancer, though rel-
atively rare, is an important
health concern with rising
cases. While thyroid cancer
is not preventable, it can be
managed through early detec-
tion, healthy lifestyle choices
and informed decisions.

Prevention

1. Regular check up of the thy-
roid, especially for those with
afamily history of thyroid issues
or exposure to radiation.
2. Limityour exposure to radi-
ation, particularly children.
3. Avoid smoking, as there is
increased risk of thyroid cancer.

Treatments

Treatment for thyroid cancer
is commonly surgery but as a
homoeopath, I have seen
through experience the wonders
our medicines do to control
and manage it. There are many
other treatments available like
radioactive iodine therapy or
external radiotherapy or
chemotherapy. With
homoeopathy, we have seen
an under-active thyroid start
to work or an over-stimulated
thyroid return to normal func-
tioning.

Diet for thyroid health
1.Todine-rich foodslike seafood,
dairy, eggs and iodised salt.

2. Selenium-rich foods like
Brazil nuts and sunflower seeds
are excellent.

3. Limit cruciferous vegetables
like broccoli, cabbage, kale,
cauliflower.

4. increase antioxidant-rich
foods for overallimprovement
of inflammation in the body
due to the cancer.

Dr Payel Kumar Roy
Chiefdietician & critical care
nutritionistof Techno India
Dama Multispeciality Hos-
pital

Do thyroid cancer patients
need alow-iodine diet? You've
probably heard of the low-
fatdiet. Maybe even thelow-
carb diet. Butwhatabout the
low-iodine diet?

If you or someone you know
hasbeen diagnosed with thy-
roid cancer, this is the diet
you're most likely to hear
about. But why might a low-

iodine dietbe recommended
by us and which cancer
patients stand to benefit the
most from one will discuss
here.

Whatisthelow-iodinediet?
Thelow-iodinedietissome-
times prescribed to people
with differentiated thyroid
cancer (papillary, follicular
and poorly differentiated).
Its goal is to make their thyroid
glands “hungry” for iodine
by temporarily eliminating
as much of that mineral as
possible from their diets.
Only differentiated thyroid
cancer cells absorb radioactive
iodine. So, it's not effective
with anaplastic ormedullary
thyroid cancers.

The American Thyroid Asso-
ciation recommends that
people followingalow-iodine
diet limit their iodine intake
to 50 microgrammes or less
perday. That meansavoiding

iodised saltand anything that
comes from the ocean. This
includes fish, shellfish, sea-
weed and even calcium sup-
plementsderived from oyster
shells. Other things to avoid
include:

a. egg yolks

b. dairy products

c.reddye3 (foundin cherries
and some fruit cocktails)

d. soy products (including
tofu)

e. rhubarb

f. bakery products (made
withiodised saltin the dough,
orother ingredients containing
iodine, such as potassium
iodate)

Foodswhichareallowed on
the low-iodine diet:
Thereare many foods people
canstillenjoyon alow-iodine
diet. These include unsalt-
ed:

a.vegetables and fruits (fresh
or frozen)

b. egg whites

c. fresh & meats (less than 6
ounces per day)

d. peeled sweet or regular
potatoes

e. pasta

f. vegetable oils

g. whole grains, such as rice
or oatmeal

h. salads with vinaigrette or

other salt-free dressings

As with any diet in which
you'reactively trying to avoid
a particular ingredient, it’s
important to check food labels
foriodine.
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The Statestnan

Date: 18.09.2024

OUR ARTIFICIAL MODE OF LIFE: The Statesman, 18" September 2024.

CAUSE OF CANCER

OUR ARTIFICIAL
MODE OF LIFE

DR. Haden Guest, M.P., reviewing
Mr. J. Ellis Barker’s recently ublished
work, “ Cancer,” says : Cancer is a dis-
ease of civilisation; it occurs only
rarely among savage peoples, and
among the civilised it finds its victims
among the well-to-do as much as
among the underpaid. Some of the
conditions which go with the advant-
ges of civilization are more favourable
to cancer than are the conditions of
the life of savagery or of the poverty of
the slums. And the cancer mortality is
rising rapidly.

Put briefly, Mr. Barker's theory is
that cancer is caused by various forms
of chronic poisoning and by a depri-
vation of those vital parts of food
which are destroyed by heat or other
methods of sterilization, and which are
now recognized by scientists as
vitamins.

Irritation plays a part, probably a
very large part in causation, because it
appears that cancer never attacks a
healthy organ.

But judging from the rarity of can-
cer among uncivilized people, the irri-
tation caused by injury only gives the
occasion; it is a chronic poisoning
which is the cause. And it is to the
nature of the poisons that we should
address ourselves.
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$7.5 m for cervical cancer fight: The Statesman, 23 September 2024

S7.5mforcervical cancer fight

PM Modi participatesin Quad Cancer Moonshoteventhosted by US PresidentJoeBiden

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 22 SEPTEMBER

rime Minister Naren-

draModi, insyncwith

India’s vision of "One

Earth, One Health",
hasannounced a$7.5 million
support for cervical cancer
testing, screening, vaccines
and diagnostics in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Participatingin the Quad
Cancer Moonshotevent host-
ed by US President Joe Biden,
on the sidelines of the Quad
Leaders’ Summit in Wilm-
ington, Delaware, PM Modi
deeply appreciated this
thoughtfulinitiative of Pres-
ident Biden aimed at pre-
venting, detectingand treating
cervical cancer.

He said the programme
would go along way in pro-
vidingaffordable, accessible
and quality health-care to
people in Indo-Pacific coun-
tries.

Speakingatthe event, PM
Modi noted that India was
also undertaking a mass cer-
vical cancer screening pro-
gramme in the country.

"I heartily congratulate

President Biden for organizing
this important event. This
reflects our shared commit-
ment to affordable, accessible,
and quality healthcare. During
the Covid pandemic, we had
launched the "QUAD Vaccine
Initiative” for the Indo-Pacific.
And, I am pleased that in
QUAD, we have collectively
decided to tackleachallenge
like cervical cancer," PM
Modi said.

Talking of India's health
security efforts, he mentioned
that the country has developed
acervical cancervaccine and
is working on an Al based

treatment protocol for the
disease.

"In Cancer Care, Collab-
oration is essential for Cure.
An integrated approach
encompassing prevention,
screening, diagnosis, and
treatment is essential to
reduce theburden of cancer.
India has a very cost-effective
ongoing cervical cancer
screening programme on a
mass scale. Additionally,
India also runs the world's
largest health insurance
scheme. And, special centres
have also been created to
make medicines available to

everyone at an affordable
cost. Indiahas also developed
its own vaccine for cervical
cancer. And new treatment
protocols are beinglaunched
with the assistance of Al "
PM Modi said.

He further said India is
ready to share its experience
and expertise.

"Today, many experts
from India working in cancer
care have joined us for this
event. India's vision is "One
Earth, One Health". In this
spirit, I am pleased to
announce our contribution
of US $7.5 million for sampling
kits, detection kits, and vac-
cines under the Quad Moon-
shotInitiative. India will also
offersupportinradiotherapy
treatment and capacity build-
ing," Modi said.

The Prime Minister also
announced that India will
provide support for radio-
therapy treatment and capac-
ity building for cancer pre-
vention in the Indo-Pacific.
Healso mentioned that Indo-
Pacific countries will be ben-
efiting from the supply of 40
million doses of vaccine from
Indiaunder GAVIand QUAD

programmes.

"I am delighted to share
that, through the initiatives
of GAVI and the QUAD, India
will contribute 40 million
vaccine doses for Indo-Pacific
countries. These 40 million
vaccine doses will become
rays of hope in the lives of
crores of people," he said.

"As you can see, when
the QUAD acts, it is not just
for nations - it is for the
people. Thisis the true essence
of our human-centric
approach," Modi said.

India will also offer tech-
nical assistance to interested
countries in the Indo-Pacific
region on DPI for cancer
screening, care and contin-
uum throughits US$ 10 mil-
lion contribution to WHO's-
Global Initiative on Digital
Health.

Through the Cancer
Moonshot initiative, the Quad
leaders committed to work
together to address gaps in
the cervical cancer care and
treatment ecosystem in the
Indo-Pacific countries. A Joint
Cancer Moonshot Fact Sheet
was released on the occa-
sion.
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AIIMS Delhi inks MoU with
Intuitive to establish surgi- cal robotics
training centre: The Statesman, 25
September 2024.

AIIMS Delhi inks MoU with
Intuitive to establish surgi-
cal robotics training centre

STATESMAN NEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 24 SEPTEMBER

The All India Institute
of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), Delhi and Intu-
itive, a global technology
leader in minimally inva-
sive care and the pioneer
ofrobotic-assisted sur-
gery, on Tuesday signed
a memorandum of
understanding (MoU)
to establish an innova-
tive new training centre
for robotic-assisted sur-
gery atthe premierinsti-
tute.

The AIIMS da Vinci
RAS training centre will
focuson equipping sur-
geons and care teams
with the skills and tech-
nology training neces-
sary to perform robot-
ic-assisted surgery
across specialities
including urology,
gynaecology, general
surgery and more, the
premier institute said.
On the occasion, Intu-
itive CEO Gary S Guthart
said, "ForIntuitive, this
MoU with AIIMS rep-
resents a significant
milestone in our shared
commitment to advanc-
ing surgical training
and improving patient
outcomes. We believe
the AIIMS da Vinci RAS
training centre will also
serve as a beacon of
excellence, fostering
training, skill, and

knowledge develop-
ment for the next gen-
eration of surgeons.”
AIIMS Director Srinivas
said, “This centre will
play a crucial role in
advancing surgical skills
and elevating patient
care standards across
India.”

"We are pleased to
collaborate with Intuitive
to establish this robot-
ic-assisted surgical train-
ing centre, equipped
with da Vinci systems.
With the rising disease
burden in India, cancers,
urologic, and gynecol-
ogical conditions requir-
ing soft tissue surgery,
the demand for
advanced technologies
like robotic-assisted sur-
gery is growing. The
need for associated train-
ing is clear in India.”

“The daVincisystem
offers enhanced preci-
sion, flexibility, and con-
trol, leadingtoimproved
surgical accuracy,
reduced recovery times,
and better patient out-
comes. As an early
adopter of robotic sur-
gery, AIIMS has a pool
of experienced robotic
surgeons who will mentor
and train new surgeons
nationwide,” he said.

Srinivas said this cen-
tre will play a crucial
role in advancing sur-
gical skillsand elevating
patient care standards
across India.
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MOBILE CANCER SCREENING UNIT
LAUNCHED: DECCAN CHRONICLE, 26™
SEPTEMBER 2024

' MOBILE CANCER
SCREENING
UNIT LAUNCHED

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 25

A mobile breast cancer screen-
ing unit was launched by
Granules India Ltd, a pharma-
ceutical company, in
Hyderabad on Wednesday, in
collaboration with AIG
Hospitals, Asian Medical
Foundation and UC Breast
Foundation. Called Breast
Health Express, this mobile
unit is equipped with cutting-
edge mammography and ultra-
sound capabilities and facili-
ties for essential health checks
such as haemoglobin, blood
pressure and glucose levels.

Speaking on this occasion,
chairman of AIG Hospitals Dr
D. Nageshwar Reddy said,
“The collaboration stands as a
remarkable example of how
private sector partnerships
can effectively address critical
healthcare challenges. The
Breast Health Express will
play a crucial role in extending
vital screening services to
remote communities, ensuring
that essential cancer detection
reaches those who need it
most.”
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TMC's Basirhat MP Nurul Islam passes away after battle with cancer: The Statesman, 26™ September
2024

TMC's Basirhat MP Nurul Islam passes
away after battle with cancer: Trinamul
Congress MP from Basirhat, Haji Sheikh
Nurul Islam passed away on Wednesday
morning. He is survived by his wife and
children. He was 61 years old and suffer-
ing from liver cancer for quite some time.
He was sick when he was given the Lok
Sabha ticket and assured that Party"s
chairpeerson that he was fine and would
contest in the poll.
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TG to collect citizens data for family health programme: CM : Deccan Chronicle, 27" September
2024

Date: 27.09.2024

TG to collect citizens data for
family health programme: CM

CM stresses need for affordable cancer care in Telangana

8 Uttam congratulates
new irrigation AEEs

L. VENKAT RAM
REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

Chief Minister A. Reva-
nth Reddy announced on
Thursday that the state
government would com-
mence collecting the data
of four crore citizens
within 30 days under the
‘Family Digital Health’
programme. He pointed
out the absence of acces-
sible health records fore-
es citizens to undergo re-
peated medical tests each
time they visit a hospital.
Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the Durgabai De-
shmukh Renova Cancer
Centre in Vidvanagar, he
stressed the importance of
digitising health records
pf the state’s population,
stating that health and
education were the gov-
ernment’s top priorities.
“By collecting and digi-
tising health data, we are
making sure that medical
history is readily avail-
able, ensuring better and
faster care. This will also
reduce unnecessary repe-
at tests and ease the he-

il

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy inaugurates the
Durgabai Deshmukh Renova Cancer Centre on
Thursday. Health minister C. Damodar Rajanarsimha

was also present.

althcare process,” Revan-
th Reddy said. He added
that the government
would seek collaboration
with institutions like the
Andhra Mahila Sabha
Durgabai Deshmukh
Trust to help gather and
digitise citizen heath data.

The CM stressed the
need for affordable cancer
care and expressed con-
cern for families facing
financial difficulties due
to expensive treatments.
He applauded the hospital
for establishing the can-

— BY ARRANGEMENT

cer centre, promising to
positively consider the
proposals put forth by the
institution.

Health Minister Da-
modar Rajanarsimha hig-
hlighted the growing
number of cancer cases,
many of which are detect-
ed at a late stage. To com-
bat this, the state govern-
ment plans to establish
cancer centres at the dis-
trict level in a phased
manner, aiming to imp-
rove early diagnosis and
treatment accessibility

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 26

Irrigation minister N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy con-
gratulated the 687 new
assistant executive engi-
neer recruits to the irri-
gation department to wh-
om appointment orders
were handed over on
Thursday declaring that
they should take pride in
the fact that they will
now be part of one of the
most important depart-
ments of the government.

He was addressing the
recruits at a function at
Jalsoudha in the pres-
ence of Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy, who Utt-
am Kumar Reddy noted
was the first Chief Min-
ister to visit the depart-
ment headquarters.

The irrigation minister
said that of the recruits,

IRRIGATION MINISTER
N. Uttam Kumar Redd
lauded A. Revanth Regdy
for being the first Chief
Minister to visit the
department
headquarters.

480 were men, and 207
women. Of these, 351
were civil engineers, 93
are mechanical engi-
neers, while 149 were
electrical engineers, and
94 were agriculture engi-
Neers.

“Every one of you will
be posted in the field, at
different projects after
training at Walamtari.
Take the training very
seriously And do not ask
for this or that posting,
that will not happen,
though women may get
some consideration,” he
said.
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Centre: Modi govt has introduced ambitious reforms in healthcare and education sectors: The
Statesman, 29" September 2024

Centre:Modigovthasintroduced ambitious
reformsinhealthcare and educationsectors

TheU-WINPortal, developed for the complete digitisation of vaccination services, maintains vaccination records for pregnantwomenand children frombirth
to17yearsunderthe Universalimmunization Programme

STATESMAN NEWS SER-
VICE

he Centreon Saturday
claimed that it has
unveiled a series of
groundbreaking ini-
tiatives designed tostrengthen
the nation's healthcare and
education sectors in the 100
days of the Modi government
during its third term
These ambitious pro-
grammes focus onimproving
healthcare accessibility, med
ical education, research, and
technological advancement.

From thebenefit

tolaunching innovative plat-
forms like the U-WIN Portal
for digitized vaccination serv-
ices, the government has pri.
oritised building a healthier
and better-educated society.
Also, initiatives like the estab-
lishment of the National Med-
ical Register Portal, the creation
075,000 new medical seats,
and policy reformsin cancer
treatment and biotechnology
reflect a long-term vision to
create a self-reliant and
resilient nation.

The Union Cabinet
approved the health coverage
toall thesenior citizens aged
70years and above irespective

of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(AB PM-JAY) to senior citizens,

ofincomeunder the flagship
scheme Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya

Yojana (AB PM-JAY) on Sep-
tember 11,2024, This initiative
aims to benefitapproximately
4.5 Crore families with six
crore senior citizens with 5
Lakh rupees free health insur-
ance cover ona family basis.

The U-WIN Portal, devel-
oped for the complete digi-
tisation of vaccination serv-
ices, maintains vaccination
records for pregnant women
and children from birth to
17 yearsunder the Universal
Immunization Programme.
The citizen-centric services
of the digital platform include
‘Anytime Access’ and ‘Any-
where' vaccination services,
self-registration by citizens
using the U-WIN web-portal
or the U-WIN citizen mobile

application, automated SMS
alerts, universal QR-based
eVaccination Certificate and
utility to create their Ayush-
man Bharat Health Account
(ABHA) ID for themselves

and Child ABHAID for their
children,

‘The National Medical Reg-
ister (NMR) Portal of the
National Medical Commis
sion (NMC) was introduced
for registration of all the
MBBS doctors who are eligible
for practice in India. Three
cancer medicines were
exempted from customs duty,
benefiting 27 lakh cancer
patients in the country. The
three cancer drugs namely
Trastuzumab Deruxtecan
(Breast Cancer), Osimertinib
(Lung Cancer) and Durval-
umab (Lung Cancer and Bil-
iary Tract Cancer) are used
for different tumor types.
The custom duty rates on
X-ray tubes and flat panel

detectors were also revised.
These revised rates are expect-
ed to positively impact the
X-ray machine industry by
enhancingcomponent avail
ability at lower costs. This
change s anticipated to boost
the domestic medical device
sector, contribute to com-
ponent availability at lower
costs and reduced healthcare
costs, making advanced med-
ical imaging more accessible
and affordable.

Aimingto further strength-
en India's healthcare system,
the government also
announced the creation of
75,000 new medical seats
over the next five years, This
aimsto enhance the country's
medical education capacity

and address the growing
demand for healthcare pro-
fessionals.

The Prime Minister inau
gurated the new campus of
Nalanda University at Rajgir,
Bihar on June 19, 2024. The
University is conceived as a
collaboration between India
and East Asia Summit (EAS)
countries.

The Anusandhan National
Research Foundation (ANRF)
was established with Anu-
sandhan National Research
Foundation (ANRF) Act 2023.
It aims to seed, grow and
promote research and devel-
opment (R&D) and foster a
culture of research and inno-
vation throughout India’s
universities, colleges, research

institutions, and R&D labo-
ratories, Vigyan Dhara is
another comprehensive
scheme introduced to pro
mote scientific research,
innovation, and technological
development. This unified
approach aims tostrengthen
the country's Science, Tech-
nology, and Innovation (ST1)
ecosystem and contribute
to India's overall develop-
ment.

The government's recent
initiatives, launched in the
carly days of PM Modi's third
term, underscore acommit-
ment to building a robust
healthcare and education
system that meets the needs
of an evolving society, an
official release said,
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CM: Priority
for women in
health sector

At Pink Power Run, 24, Revanth
says early cancer detection is must

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 29

Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy on Sunday
said that the state govern-
ment should strengthen
the medical and health
sector by setting up more
hospitals to provide bet-
ter medical service for
women.

The Chief Minister was
speaking at the flagging
off the Pink Power Run-
2024 at the Gachibowli
stadium. The run was
organised to create
awareness among women
to detect and prevent
breast cancer.

Revanth Reddy said that
the state government
gives top priority to the

medical and health sector
by allocating funds in the
budget.

The government would
also set up more hospitals
at different places to cater
to the medical needs of
women, he said.

“The Telangana govern-
ment is committed to
women's health care. We
strongly believe that
women's health is the
foundation of a family
and community prosperi-
ty. We will build more hos-
pitals and strengthen
health care systems for
women's health care and
welfare. Let us all build a
healthier and more
empowered future for
Telangana women,” the
Chief Minister said.
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Cancer survivor
excels in sports

LAXMI PRANATHI | DC -
VISAKHAPATNAM, SEPT. 29 P
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Nidhi Baipotu, a 14-year-
old from Patapatnam in
Srikakulam district, And-
hra Pradesh, has become . A

a beacon of hope despite

her battle with cancer. ST
Diagnosed with bone can-  Nidhi Baipotu
cer at seven, she under-

went extensive treatment, which included
the amputation of her leg. Her family then
relocated to Russia for better opportuni-
ties.Channeling her anger into sports,
Nidhi excelled in rifle shooting, swimming,
chess, running, and paragliding. With
determination, she won gold medals in
swimming, running, and chess, along with
a bronze in rifle shooting.The Baipotu fam-
ily returned to India in 2019 for Nidhi’s edu-
cation. After overcoming setbacks during
the Covid-19 pandemic, she resumed her
athletic pursuits in 2023, winning two silver
medals at the Paralympics in Gwalior.
Aspiring to become a lawyer, Nidhi is cur-
rently preparing for a paragliding competi-
tion next month in Goa.
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