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Date: 03.05.2024

King Charles 111 returns to public duties after cancer treatment- The Statesman, 3" May 2024.

King Charles lll returns to public
duties after cancer treatment

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON, 30 APRIL

King CharlesIllissettoreturn
to publicduties after the pos-
itive effect of his cancer treat-
ment.

King Charles has been
receiving careasan outpatient
since early February, and
sources havesaid thatdespite
thewelcome news the king still
has cancer and will continue
to be treated for the undisclosed
form of the disease.

Charles and Queen Con-
sort Camillawillvisita cancer
treatment centre on Tuesday
tomeet medical specialistsand
patients.

The event aims to raise
awareness of the importance
of early diagnosis and to high-
lightinnovative research, sup-
ported by Cancer Research UK,
taking place at the hospital.

King Charles's diary of
events will not be a full sum-
mer programme, and atten-
dance will be announced
nearer the time and "subject
todoctors’ advice," with "adap-
tationsmade where necessary
tominimiserisk” to hisrecov-
ery.

Itisunderstood the warmer
weather would allow events
to be staged outside and lessen
the risk posed by other peo-
ple that many cancer patients

face.

In January, King Charles
spentthreenightsinhospital
foraprocedure onanenlarged
prostate, during which his
cancer - not prostate cancer
- was discovered.

After his diagnosis was
announced on February 6,
he postponed all public engage-
ments but continued with his
duties ashead of statebehind
palace walls, conducting audi-
ences and Privy Council meet-
ings.

Meanwhile, William, the
prince of Wales, isto carry out
engagements in the North
East on Tuesday, visiting an
Earthshot Prize finalist firm that
makeslow-carbon construc-
tion materials in Seaham, and
opening James's Place - a
centre offering free, life-sav-
ing treatment tosuicidal men
in Newcastle.
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The will to live: 65-year-old woman patient undergoes bone marrow transplant — The

Statesman, 3" May
2024,

The will to live:

JAIPUR ONCOLOGIST BREAKS MYTH OF AGE LIMIT IN BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT

here is always a big question: What is

the upper age limit for a bone mar-

row transplant in a blood cancer

patient? Is it below 60 years or up to
70 years?

Jaipur's cancer specialist at the Apex
Hospital's comprehensive oncology care
cured a 65-year-old woman suffering from
multiple myeloma (blood cancer) in 2020 by
transplanting her own cells of bone marrow
early this month.

A bone marrow transplant is a proce-
dure that infuses healthy blood-forming
stem cells into your body to replace bone
marrow that's not producing enough
healthy blood cells. A bone marrow trans-
plant is also called a stem cell transplant.

The female patient from Bhilwara suf-
fered 'Relapse Multiple Myeloma' (blood
cancer) and had a pathological fracture, and
her haematology parameters like haemo-
globin, RBC, WBC, and platelets were on the
lower side; Dr Ashish Verma, consultant
Hemato-Oncologist told The Statesman.

She had symptoms of weakness, body
pain, and poor appetite, though she was
healthy enough to bear the oncology proce-
dures since August last year, Dr Verma said.

Pic courtesy:
Dr ASHISH VERMA

The patient was treated with salvage
chemotherapy with 4 cycles in August last
year, and then she underwent 'Autologous
Bone Marrow Transplant’, Dr Verma, who
led his team, said.

According to Dr Verma, the patient's
upper stem cells were normal and were used
in a procedure called conditioning regime
chemotherapy. He claims that with this
treatment, her disease will be in remission
for a long time. She has been prescribed
multivitamins and other normal drugs and
will recover in the next three months.

When asked how much was the cost of
the treatment? Dr Verma replied that the
privileges of the Rajasthan government's
Chiranjivi health insurance card were given
to the patient.

Why was this procedure a preference
for such an aged patient? He replied, "There
is no age limit basis for a bone marrow
transplant; the biggest factor that deter-
mines whether or not someone would be
eligible for this treatment is their health. She
was found fit after the salvage chemothera-
py in four cycles". SNS
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Date: 07.05.2024

New Milestone- The Statesman, 7" May 2024.

New milestone: HCG Cancer
Centre, Kolkata achieved a
milestone in the latest CAR
T cell gene therapy to suc-
cessfully treat a virulent
type of blood cancer in a
62-year-old female patient
from Myanmar. Led by Dr
Joydeep Chakraborty, HOD
& senior consultant -
Haemato Oncology & BMT,
the hospital's Haemato
Oncology team showcased
unparalleled dedication
during the treatment. Doc-
tors said she was suffering
from 'lambda light myelo-
ma', a type of blood cancer
that develops from the
plasma cells in the bone
marrow. She had extensive
bone tumors that made
her bones weak. SNS
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Guijarat Titans to show support for cancer awareness by donning lavender jerseys on 13 May-
The Statesman, 10" May 2024.

Gujarat Titans to show sup-
port for cancer awareness
by donning lavender jer-
seys on 13 May: The
Gujarat Titans will be tak-
ing to the field donning
special lavender jerseys for
their final home game
against Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers on May 13 to create
awareness for cancer and
promote the battle against
the dreaded disease. This is
the second year in succes-
sion that Gujarat Titans
players will showcase their
commitment to the fight
against cancer. This ges-
ture will serve as a
reminder of the impor-
tance of early detection
and access to quality care
for improving outcomes in
patients with cancer.
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Bladder cancer awareness- The Statesman, 14th May 2024.

..................................................

Bladder cancer awareness:
An open discussion on blad-
der cancer awareness was
organised by UHAPO Health
Services, a social impact
organisation in Delhi. The
'Patient advocacy meeting
witnessed stakeholders
including fraternity repre-
sentatives, patients, care-
givers, industry leaders, and
policy-makers who
addressed critical issues over
bladder cancer. “Proper
awareness at the doctor’s as
well as patients™ level is very
crucial for early detection
and better management of
the disease. As per a study,
around 50% of the bladder
cancer patients have relapse
after bladder removal and
70 to 90% of them relapse
with distant metastasis
which has poor prognosis”,
said Dr Vineet Talwar, direc-
tor, department of Medical
Oncology, RGCIRC, Delhi.
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New Zealand probes possible contamination in MDH, Everest- The Statesman, 16™ May

2024.

New Zealandprobes possiblecontaminationin MDH, Everest

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, 15 MAY

More trouble may be in store
for Indian spice products
manufacturers MDH and
Everest, as New Zealand's
food safety regulator on
Wednesday said it is inves-
tigating possible contami-
nation in their products.

The two popular brands
are facing scrutiny in other
countries as the United States
and Australia have also been
looking into the possibility
of contamination.

Hong Kong last month
suspended sales of three
spice blends of MDH and one
of Everest, saying they con-
tained high levels of a can-
cer-causing pesticide, eth-
ylene oxide. Singapore
ordered arecall ofa Everest
spice mix.

The Centre For Food Safe-
ty of Hong Kong said that rou-
tine surveillance programme
had uncovered the pres-
ence of ethylene oxide in
three spice mixes from MDH

Group - Madras Curry Pow-
der, Sambhar Masala Pow-
der, and Curry Powder.

Notably, regulators in
India have also inspected
MDH and Everest plants
and sent samples for testing
after the global scrutiny,
though the results have not
yet been made public.

The Indian government
had ordered food commis-
sioners to collect samples of

spices from all the manu-
facturing units of the com-
panies in the country.

There is a ban on using
ethylene oxide in food items
in India.

In India, the Spices Board
defines ethylene oxide as a
flammable, colourless gas at
temperatures above 10.7
Celsius.

It serves as a disinfec-
tant, fumigant, sterilising

Hong Kong last
month suspended
sales of three spice
blends of MDH and
one of Everest, saying
they contained high
levels of a cancer-
causing pesticide,
ethylene oxide.
Singapore too
ordered a recall of a
Everest spice mix.

agent and insecticide.

Itis mainly used to ster-
ilise medical equipmentand
to reduce microbial con-
tamination in spices.

Besides being produced
from natural sources, it can
also be generated from water-
logged soil, manure, and
sewage sludge.

The European Union (EU)
has also raised concerns,
discovering the same cancer-
causing substance in sam-
ples of chilli peppers and
peppercorns from India.
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Awareness walk- The Statesman,20™ May 2024.

.................................................

Awareness walk: An Inter-
national multicity aware-
ness walk wasorganised by
the Abdominal Cancer
Trust in Lodhi Garden on
World AbdominalCancer
Day, where thousands of
people walked 3 km appeal
ing to the masses to stay-
healthy and fit by walking.
Thousandsof people in
Delhi including Mumbai,
Surat, Bangalore, Jaipur,
Nagpur, and Bhavnagar as
well as in other cities
including Oxford, London,
Manchester andNew York
also walked 3 km with the
message of staying fit.
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Brachytherapy programme-The Statesman, 27th May 2024.

................................................

Brachytherapy pro-
gramme: Artemis Hospital,

one of the leading health-
care providers in Delhi-
NCR, announced the
launch of its Brachythera-
py programme, offering
patients a highly effective
and minimally invasive
treatment option for a
variety of cancer treat-
ments. Brachytherapy
involves placing radioac-
tive implants directly with-
in or near the tumour site,
delivering a targeted dose
of radiation with minimal
impact on surrounding
healthy tissues. This
approach can offer several
advantages over tradition-
al radiation therapy,
including, increased preci-
sion, reduced treatment
time, and improved symp-
tom management.
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New pelhi: Twenty per cent
k of cancer patients yvho called

Foundation, jaunched by a
2 group of onco\ogists. The
study showed that 60 per
x cent of the cancer patients
\ pelow the age of 40 years
were men. It also found that
1 the most preva\ent cases
l were head and neck cancer
\ (26 per cent), closely fol-

cancer (15 per cent) and then
\ pblood cancers (9 per cent)
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