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Cancer Mukt Bharat Campaign- The Statesman, 1* April 2024
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Diagnostic test on bowel cancer- The Statesman, 3 April 2024

Date: 03/04/2024

Diagnostic test on
bowel cancer

Moy

“ ‘& ';;

eople in South Yorkshire with ‘red

flag’ bowel cancer symptoms could

bypass the GP and be fast-tracked

to hospital for diagnostic tests as
part of a new research study.

The new trial, led by researchers at the
University of Sheffield and funded by
Yorkshire Cancer Research, aims to
demonstrate how community pharmacies
can be used to speed up the detection of
bowel cancer while relieving pressure on
the NHS.

Those with symptoms will have the
opportunity to benefit from faster, more
convenient care by accessing home test kits
without the need for a GP appointment.

Dr Matthew Kurien, senior clinical
lecturer at the University of Sheffield and
consultant gastroenterologist at Sheffield
Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation
Trust, said, “Bowel cancer kills more peo-
ple than almost any other cancer, yet early
detection rates in the UK still lag behind.
Through this study we aim to improve
early detection through innovation, pre-
vent unnecessary deaths and uplift
deprived groups often most affected by
health inequalities.”

‘Red flag’ bowel cancer symptoms
include bleeding from the bottom or
blood in poo, a persistent and unex-
plained change in bowel habit, unex-
plained weight loss, extreme tiredness for
no obvious reason and pain or a lump in

the stomach.

Pharmacists will be trained to identify
these symptoms and speedily distribute
FIT (Faecal Immunochemical Test) kits to
people visiting the pharmacy for advice.
The test detects tiny traces of blood in poo,
which can be an early sign of bowel can-
cer.

If blood is detected, patients will be
safely fast-tracked to hospital for further
tests to find out if they have cancer. Those
with negative FIT results will be advised to
discuss their symptoms further with their
GP.

The study will focus on the most
deprived areas of South Yorkshire, where a
shortage of GPs means people have more
difficulty booking appointments.

People living in these communities
have been found to be less likely to recog-
nise symptoms of bowel cancer, so they
are often diagnosed at a late stage when
the cancer is harder to treat.

They are also less likely to take part in
the national bowel screening programme,
which is available to people aged 60 to 74
and is currently being expanded to people
aged 50 to 59.

Dr Stuart Griffiths, director of research
at Yorkshire Cancer Research, said, “Each
year, more than 1,000 people in South
Yorkshire are diagnosed with bowel can-
cer, and half of these cancers are found ata
late stage.”
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Make-in-India initiative: Murmu launches India’s first home-grown therapy for cancer- The
Statesman, 5™ April 2024

Make-in-Indiainitiative: Murmu launches
India's first home-grown therapy for cancer

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 4 APRIL

President Droupadi Murmu
onThursdaylaunched India’s
firsthome-grown gene ther-
apy for canceratIIT Bombay,
calling it a shining example
of the ‘Make in India’ initia-
tive.

Thelaunch of India’s first
gene therapyisamajor break-
through in the battle against
cancer, Ms Murmu said. As
thisline of treatment, named
“CAR-T cell therapy”, isacces-
sible and affordable, it pro-
vides a new hope for the
whole of humankind, she
said and expressed confi-
dence that it will be suc-
cessfulin giving newlives to
countless patients.

The President said CAR-
T cell therapy is considered
one of the most phenomenal
advances in medical science.
It has been available in the
developed nations for some
time, butitis extremely cost-

~l

President Droupadi Murmu addresses a gathering during the

launch of India’s first home-grown gene therapy for cancer,
at liT Bombay, in Mumbai on Thursday. « ANI

ly, and beyond the reach of
most patients around the
world. She noted the thera-
py being launched today is
the world’s most affordable
CAR-T cell therapy.

The President observed
that India’s first CAR-T cell
therapy was developed
through collaboration
between the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Bom-
bayand Tata Memorial Hos-
pital in association with

industry partner
ImmunoACT. She said that
thisis a praiseworthy exam-
ple of academia-industry
partnership, which should
inspire many more similar
efforts.

The President said IIT
Bombay is renowned, not
only in India but across the
world, as a model of tech-
nology education. In the
development of CAR-T cell
therapy, technologyis not only

Calling it a shining
example of the Make
in India initiative,
President Murmu was
happy that the thera-
py being launched
today is the world's
most affordable CAR-
T cell therapy.

being put in the service of
humanity, but partnerships
have been with an eminent
institution fromanother field
as well as with industry.
This has been made pos-
sible by the focus IIT, Bom-
bay has placed on research
and development over the last
three decades. She said that
with theknowledge base and
skills of the faculty and stu-
dents of IIT Bombay and
other similar institutions,
India as awhole, would ben-
efitgreatly from the techno-
logical revolution underway.
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‘PROSTATE CANCER CASES TO DOUBLE GLOBALLY BY 2040’- The Asian Age, 6"
April 2024

‘PROSTATE CANCER
CASES TO DOUBLE
GLOBALLY BY 2040’

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 5

Prostate cancer cases are
expected to be double, while
deaths are expected to
increase by B85 per cent
between 2020 and 2040,
according to The Lancet
Commission on prostate can-
cer. The low- and middle-
income countries (LMICs) are
likely to bear the ‘over-
whelming brunt’ of this
spike. Globally, the study
estimated yearly cases of
prostate cancer to be 14
lakhs and yearly deaths due
to the disease to stand at
3.75 lakh in 2020. The
prostate cancer cases are
projected to rise to 29 lakh a
yvear and almost seven lakh
prostate cancer deaths a
year by 2040. The surge in
cases is “inevitable”, with
actual numbers likely to be
much higher because of
under-diagnosis. The resea-
rchers have said that ageing
populations and improving
life expectancy will lead to
more cases of prostate can-
cer in older men, and given
that being 50 years or older
is a risk factor, lifestyle
changes and public health
interventions may not be
able to prevent the upcom-
ing surge.
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Gland Pharm
a gets .
gets US FDA nod for cancer drug- The Asi Date: 09/04/2024
) Sla th .

Gl AND PHARMA

Gland pharma has received l
approval from the US health
regulator 0 market a generic K
medication used to treat breast |
cancer. The company has ‘

Injection, it said. The product is
expected to be the first gener-
ic approva\ in the market, and

the company expects to jaunch
this product soon through its

marketing partner, it added. \
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AIIMS Starts study for cancer tests- The Asian Age, 13" April 2024

AIIMS starts study
for cancer tests

New Delhi: The All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
on Friday launched a multi-
centre study with the sup-
port of DBT-BIRAC Grand
Challenges India in collabo-
ration with WHO's
International Agency for
Research in Cancer (IARC)
to develop and validate low-
cost, point-of-care indige-
nous HPV tests for detection
of cervical cancer. The hos-
pital underlined the urgent
need of developing and vali-
dating low-cost, point of
care indigenous HPV tests
which can detect the major
cancer-causing HPV geno-
types in the Indian popula-
tion to achieve the 2030 tar-
gets and incorporate HPV
testing into the National
Program. The cervical cancer
is the fourth most common
cancer in women. In India, it
is the second most common
cancer among women after
breast cancer.
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Ganga Ram Hospital expands cancer care- The Asian Age, 14™ April 2024

Ganga Ram Hospital
expands cancer care ®

New Delhl: Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital announced on
Saturday that a comprehen-
sive and holistic cancer care
center, along with 200 addi-
tional beds, will be commis-
sioned shortly. Speaking on
the 69th Founder’s Day of
the hospital, Dr. Ajay
Swaroop, Chairman of the
Board of Management, stat-
ed that the hospital provided
free surgeries for 2,647
patients, 20,078 free X-rays,
2,238 free MRIs, and 2,661
free CT scans during the
year 2023 to 2024. “We take
pride in our strong emphasis
on research and academics,
which keeps us at the fore-
front and sets us apart,” said
Dr. D.S. Rana, Chairman of
the Sir Ganga Ram Trust
Society, on the occasion.
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Robot-assisted functional breast preservation surgery- The Statesman, 19" April
2024

Robot-assisted functional
breast preservation sur-
gery: A hospital in Delhi has
successfully treated two
women suffering from
complex and advanced
breast cancer with the help
of robotic-assisted breast
preservation surgery. The
team of doctors led by Dr
Mandeep Singh Malhotra,
director of surgical oncolo-
gy, CK Birla Hospital, Delhi,
performed robot-assisted
functional breast preserva-
tion surgery (RAFBPS),
which is a minimally inva-
sive surgical technique per-
formed using Da-Vinci
Robot. Breast cancer is
now the most common
cancer affecting women in
India. It constitutes 14% of
female cancers, posing a
significant challenge.
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INDIAN HAS 2P HIGHEST CASES OF HEPATITIS: WHO- The Asian Age, 20"

April 2024

INDIA HAS 2ND
HIGHEST CASES OF
HEPATITIS: WHO

New Delhl: India has the
world’s second highest preva-
lence of viral hepatitis cases
as per World Health
Organisation. While hepatitis
A and E cause an acute form
of the disease, hepatitis B
and C lead to chronic liver
disease including cirrhosis
and liver cancer. The health
experts on the occasion of
World Liver Day on Friday
advised to prioritise liver
health to ensure overall well
being. Highlighting the
importance of treating fatty
liver disease in the popula-
tion which has emerged as
concern due to causative
linkage with other non-com-
municable diseases, Dr Shiv
Kumar Sarin, director ILBS,
said liver is the body's
unsung hero, silently per-
forming vital functions and is
needed to prioritise liver
health. Hepatitis B infection
alone accounts for a third of
all chronic liver disease and
over 50 per cent of liver can-
cer patients in India. “With
such a high disease burden,
early detection and interven-
tion are paramount in curbing
the impact on millions of
lives™, said Dr Shuchin Bajaj,
Ujala Cygnus Group. Dr
Rohan Krishnan, FAIMA chair-
man, said regular check-ups
and screenings are essential
for complete treatment of
liver issues.
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