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Date: 08.03.2024

International Women’s Day- The Statesman, 8™ March 2024

International Women's Day:
Minimal Access Smart
Surgery Hospital has
announced the launch of
its department of oncology
in Nehru Place, Delhi on the
eve of International
Women' s Day. The hospital
offers a multidimensional
approach to cancer treat-
ment, encompassing medi-
cine, chemotherapy,
advanced surgeries, and
preventive medicine. Led
by experienced oncologists,
the hospital's dedicated
oncology department
brings forward comprehen-
sive care for cancer
patients, including follow-
up monitoring for recur-
rence. According to the
World Health Organization
(WHO), breast cancer claims
over 6.85 lakh deaths glob-
ally each year, while cervi-
cal cancer claims around
3.42 lakh lives annually.
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Date: 14.03.2024

Saveetha Oral Cancer Institute helps fight oral
cancer- The Asian Age, 14™ March 2024

Saveetha Oral
GCancer Institute
helps fight

oral cancer

Chennai: With the only in-
house chemoradiation units
in India seamlessly integrated
with its maxillofacial surgery
department, Saveetha Oral
Cancer Institute enables a
highly coordinated treatment
approach, tackling nearly 100
complex oral cancer cases
annually In the past five
yvears, SOCI has provided free,
life-saving treatment to nearly
200 patients every year, signif-
icantly impacting the commu-
nity's well-being.

Recognising the critical role
of early detection and finan-
cial accessibility, the institute
offers free treatment to
patients covered by the Chief
Minister's Comprehensive
Health Insurance Scheme and
those facing financial hard-
ship.

Established in 1990 within
the Saveetha Dental College,
Saveetha Institute of Medical
and Technical Sciences,
Chennai SOCI has established
itself as a leader in the fight
against oral cancer.

While oral cancer has a 5-
vear survival rate, SOCI has a
track record of numerous
patients defying those statis-
tics and living well beyond the
projected survival rate. This
achievement is a direct result
of their highly skilled team,
personalized treatment plans,
and unwavering focus on
patient outcomes.

SCOI offers a comprehensive
approach to oral cancer treat-
ment, encompassing not only
tumour removal but also
reconstructive surgery to
restore function and aesthet-
ics utilising microvascular
surgery to reconstruct the jaw,
tongue, or other affected
areas. This not only improves
cosmetic outcomes but also
enables patients to regain
wvital functions such as speech
and swallowing.

They understand that cancer
affects more than just the
physical body To support
patients' physical, emotional,
and social wellbeing, there are
counselling services, support
groups and a nutrient-rich
diet for each admitted patient.

The plans ensure patients
receive the essential nutrients
to accelerate the healing
process and maintain overall
well-being The Institute
stands as a beacon of hope for
oral cancer patients, offering
comprehensive care,
advanced technology, and a
commitment to social respon-
sibility
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4 more arrested in fake cancer medicines racket- The Asian Age, 16™ March 2024

Date: 16.03.2024

4 more arrested
in fake cancer
medicines racket

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MEW DELHI, MARCH 15

In vet another develop-
ment in the fake life-sav-
ing cancer chemotherapy
medicines manufacturing
caze, the Delhi police has
arrested four more per-
sons, working with reput-
ed hospitals in the nation-
al capital and Gurgaon.

The accusad were identi-
fied as Rohit Singh Bisht
(363, a resident of New
Moti Nagar, and Jitendra
(33), Majid Ehan (34), and
Sajid (33), all residents of
GUrgao.

Earlier, eight persons,
including two employees of
a reputed hospital and a -
tech graduate from IIT
Varanasi, wore arrested by
the police and an illegal
unit indulging in manufac-
turing fake life-saving can-
cer chemotherapy medi-
cines was also busted.

The eight accused were

identified as Viphil Jain,
Suraj Shat, MNeearaj
Chauhan, Parvez, Komal
Tiwari, Abhinay Kohli,
Aditya Krishna (23), and
Tushar Chauhan,

Special commissioner of
police Shalini Singh stat-
ed that during farther
interrogation and from
conversations it was
revealed  that  accused
Meeraj Chauhan was pur-
chasing filled vials, pur-
portedly  original, from
hospital employees,

“"Rohit, who was
emploved as a day care
in-charge in the
chemotherapy unit of a
reputable  hospital in
Delhi, was supplyving
filled EKeytruda/Opdvia
vials to MNeeraj. He sal-
vaged the wvials from
patient doses and =sold
them to Neeraj. He
received  ¥65,000 for
Kevtruda and 35,000 for
Opdyta,” said Ms Singh.
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Date: 16.03.2024

‘Kolhu-extracted’ mustard oil contains anti-cancer compound: Patanjali study- The
Statesman, 16® March 2024

‘Kolhu-extracted’ mustard oil contains
anti-cancer compound Patanjali study

STATESMAN NEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, 15 MARCH
Baba Ramdev’s Patanjali has
conducted a study on the
health benefits of mustard
seed oil extracted using tra-
ditional Indian ‘Kolhu’ method.
The study, published in the
renowned research journal
‘Food Chemistry’, found the
presence of Aurantiamide
Acetate, aknownanti-cancer
compound, in mustard seed
oil extracted using ‘Kolhu’
with wooden mortar and pes-
tle.

The results demonstrate
that ‘Kolhu' extracted oil could
have remarkable ability to
help prevent cancer and could
aid in its treatment.

Baba Ramdev, comment-

ing on the groundbreaking
research, emphasised that
this goes beyond mere inves-
tigations, representingatan-

gible manifestation of our
time-honoured Indian tra-
ditions.

Ramdev said, “It unveils

how diverse practices
ingrained in our traditional
daily routines empowered us
to combat various ailments,
naturally. This research fur-
therreinforces the conception
that true science does not
always mean enormous
machinery, butat times, seem-
ingly simple techniqueswith
the great potential toenhance
the lives of people.”

The Indian traditional her-
itage fostered a nature-friend-
lydevelopment thatresultsin
simple healthy lifestyle. This
core conceptofour centuries
old tradition has now been
substantiated by modernsci-
entific validation and publi-
cations in international
research journals.

The nature-friendly tra-

dition of extracting Mustard
oil using ‘Kolhu' notonly has
robust scientific merits; but
also serves to conserve nature
and revitalize home-grown
cow-centric cottage indus-
tries, thereby generating local
employmentand promoting
meaningful co-existence with
our cows, he said.

The research published
in '‘Food Chemistry," sup-
ports the century-old practice
of oil extraction usinga wood-
en ‘Kolhu' showcases exqui-
site scientific techniques, and
paves the way for environ-
mental protection, creation of
numerous livelihoods through
cottage industries, and the revi-
talization of the cow-based
industries to the main-stream
of our nation.

Page 9 of 20




THE ASIANAGE '

Students make device that uses blood, saliva to diagnose cancer: The Asian Age,
17" March 2024

Date: 17.03.2024

Students make device that uses
blood, saliva to diagnose cancer

AKSHAYA KUMAR SAHOO
BHUBANESWAR, MARCH 16

Seven students of the
Odisha’s Ravenshaw
University claimed to
have developed a device
that will come handy for
doctors for “better diag-
nosis” of cancer.

After carrying out inten-
sive research under the
University’s zoology
department professor
Luna Samant for five
years, the students have
developed a “portable can-
cer diagnosis device.” The
students claimed that the
device will go a long way
in detecting cancer from
the samples collected from
blood, saliva, and tissue.

“Using biosensor and
micro fluider, with this
comparatively small

device, different markers
of cancer can be detect-
ed,” said professor Dr
Luna Samant.

The test to diagnose can-
cer is very costly. This
apart, it also takes time
for a patient to get his/her
report. The newly devel-
oped portable cancer diag-
nosis device is claimed to
be a solution to the above
problems. “The patent of
our device has been
approved by the Central
government. It's a low-
cost detection device,”
said Dr Soumyaranjan
Jena, a PhD student.

“We have developed
such a device which can
be easily accessible. In
detecting cancer, it will
give accurate results,” Dr
Anwesha Pradhan, a PhD
student, said.
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Drugs case: ED raids
10 sites in Delhi-NCR

New Delhi: The Enforcem-
ent Directorate on Monday
raided 10 locations and
recovered about 765 lakhs
in cash from two locations
in Delhi-NCR as part of a
money laundering investiga-
tion linked to a case of
manufacture and sale of
spurious cancer medicines,
official sources said.
Full report on Page 2

Date: 19.03.2024

Drugs case: ED raids 10 sites in Delhi-NCR: The Asian Age,
19" March 2024

ED Raids 10 locations in Delhi & NCR in a fake cancer drugs case: The Asian Age,

19™ March 2024

ED raids 10 locations in Delhi &
NCRin fake cancer drugs case

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 18

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Monday raided multiple
locations in Delhi-NCR as
part of a money launder-
ing investigation linked to
a case of manufacture and
sale of spurious cancer
medicines, official sources
said.

The federal agency
searched 10 locations and
recovered about 65 lakh
in cash from two locations.

The money laundering
case was registered taking
cognisance of a Delhi
police crime branch case
registered last week to
probe an organised crimi-
nal racket allegedly

RV |1 -

-

A bag full of cash seized by the Enforcement Directorate
during raids in Delhi-NCR in a fake cancer drugs case ,

on Monday.

involved in the manufac-
turing and selling of can-
cer and chemotherapy
drugs to certain hospitals
in Delhi-NCR, the sources

- PTl

said.

The premises of the
main suspects and their
associates, such as Viphil
Jain, Suraj Shat, Neeraj

Chauhan, Parvez Malik,
Komal Tiwari, Abhinay,
and Tushar Chauhan,
were covered by the ED.

Out of the total cash, ¥23
lakh was recovered from a
bean bag kept in the house
of Suraj Sharma, the
sources said.

The police has arrested a
dozen people, including an
IIT-BHU graduate, in this
case till now.

According to the police,
Viphil Jain was the “mas-
termind” of the racket.

The accused were
charged by the police
under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code,
such as Sections 274 (adul-
teration of drugs), 275
(sale of adulterated drugs)
among others.
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DRL launch
es can
cer drug versavo in UK: The Asian A h
n Age, 20" March
2024

|

DRL launches
cancer drug

lung cancer, recurrent gliob\as-
toma, metastatic renal cell car-
cinoma, advanced cervical can-
cer, and others, @ filing said.

Date: 20.03.2024
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Worldwide support pours in for Kate, Princess of Wales, after shocking cancer
reveal- The Statesman, 24", March 2024

Worldwide support poursin
for Kate, Princess of Wales,
after shockmg cancerreveal

AGENCIES

LONDON, 23 MARCH
Suppart poured in from around
theworld Saturday forKate, the
Princess of Wales, after she
revealed in a candid video
message that she is undergo-
ing chemotherapy for cancer
following major abdominal
surgery.

The princess’s poignant
video, in which she spoke
about the “huge shock” and
“incredibly tough couple of
months” for her family after
her diagnosis, came after
weeks of frenzied speculation
on social media about her
health and well-being.

“This of course came as a
huge shock, and William and
I have been doingeverything
we can to process and man-
age this privately for the sake
of our young family,” Kate said
in the video, which was record-
ed Wednesday in Windsor. “It
has taken us time to explain
everything to George, Char-
lotte and Louis in a way that
is appropriate for them, and
to reassure them that | am
going to be OK," she added,
referring to her three young
children.

Kate, 42, did not say what
type of cancer was discovered
after she underwent what
she described as “major”
abdominal surgery. She said
it had been thought that her

condition was non-cancerous,
until post-surgery tests
revealed the diagnosis.

Hashtags including
“Wel.oveYouCatherine” and
“"GetWellSoonCatherine” were
trending Friday on X, for-
merly Twitter, while political
leaders, celebrities and can-
cer survivors sent messages
of support. “She has been
subjected to intense scrutiny
and has been unfairly treat-
ed by certain sections of the
mediaaround theworld and
onsocialmedia,” Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak said. "Shehas
shown tremendous bravery
with her statement.”

US President Joe Biden
posted on social media, say-
mg he and first lady Jill Biden

“join millions around the
world in praying for your full
recovery, Princess Kate.”

Mng(]mrlca I, who is also
undergoing treatment foran
unspecified type of cancer, said
inastatement thathewas “so
proud of Catherine for her
courage in speaking as she
did."
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Higher burden of breast cancer in TN,
Telangana, Karnataka, Delhi: ICMR

New Delhi, March 24:
Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Karnataka and Delhi had
a higher burden of breast
cancer than eastern and
northeastern states,
according to an ICMR
study that also projected a
“substantial rise” in the
disease burden in India by
2025. The study, published
earlier this month,
focused on India's breast
cancer burden at the state
level from 2012 to 2016 in
terms of vears of life lost
(YLLs), vears lived with
disability (YLDs), and dis-
ability-adjusted life vears
(DALYs), and to project
the burden for 2025.

_|_

The burden of breast
cancer among Indian
women in 2016 was esti-
mated to be at 515.4 DALYs
per 100,000 women after
age standardisation.

The burden metrics at
the state lewvel exhibited
substantial heterogeneity.

“Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, Karnataka
and Delhi had a higher
burden of breast cancer
than states in the eastern
and northeastern regions.
The projection for 2025
indicates a substantial
increase, reaching 5.6 mil-
lion DALYs,” the Indian
Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) study

RURAL WOMEN are
less likely to develop
breast cancer than their
urban counterparts and
age-standardised inci-
dence rates are higher
in urban and metro
areas, with Hyderabad,
Chennai, Bengaluru and
Delhi topping the list
said.

DALYs are a measure of
overall disease burden,
expressed as the number
of wears lost due to ill-
health, disability or early
death.

Rural women are less
likely to develop breast

cancer than their urban
counterparts and age-
standardised incidence
rates are higher in urban
and metro areas, with
Hyderabad, Chennai,
Bengaluru and Delhi top-
ping the list among Indian
cities.

According to the projec-
tions, the burden of
female breast cancer in
India in 2025 is expected to
be 5.6 million DALYSs.
Premature deaths due to
breast cancer (YLLs)
would contribute 5.3 mil-
lion DALYs to the total
burden, with the remain-
ing due to disability
(YLDs). — PTI
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unigue | PLACE| Research conducted in space can help make cancer drugs more effective

Nasa touts space research in anti-cancer fight
r——

Washington, March 24:
Experiments in the weigh-
tless environment of space
have led to “crazy progr-
ess” in the fight against
cancer, Nasa officials said
at a recent event highlight-
ing an important and per-
sonal initiative of US
President Joe Biden.

Space is “a unique place
for research,” astronaut
Frank Rubio said at the
event in Washington.

The 48-yvear-old, a physi-
cian and former military
helicopter pilot, conducted
cancer research during

_|_

his recent mission to the
International Space
Station (ISS), orbiting
some 400 kilometres (250
miles) above the Earth's
surface.

Not only do cells there
age more rapidly, speeding
up research, their struc-
tures are also described as
“purer.” “They all don't
clump together (as they
do) on Earth because of
gravity They are suspend-
ed in space,” enabling bet-
ter analysis of their
molecular structures,
Nasa chief Bill Nelson told

Cell structures are also

described as ‘purer.’
They all don't clump together
(as they do) on Earth
because of gravity. They are
suspended in space enabling
better analysis of their
molecular structures.

— BILL NELSON
Nasa chief

AFPin an interview.

Research conducted in
space can help make can-
cer drugs more effective,
Nelson added.

Pharmaceutical giant
Merck has conducted
research on the ISS with
Keytruda, an anti-cancer
drug that patients now
receive intravenously

Its key ingredient is diffi-
cult to transform into a
liquid. One solution is
crystallisation, a process
often used in drug manu-
facturing. In 2017, Merck
conducted experiments to
see if the crystals would
form more rapidly in
space than on Earth.

Nelson used two pictures
to demonstrate the differ-

ence. The first showed a
blurry, transparent spot.
But on the second, a large
number of clear gray
spots had emerged.

That photo showed that
smaller, more uniform
crystals were forming in
space — and “forming bet-
ter,” Nelson said.

Thanks to such research,
researchers will be able to
make a drug that can be
administered by injection
in a doctor’s office instead
of through long and pai-
nful chemotherapy treat-
ments, he added. — AFP

_'_

Cells in space age more

rapidly.

|

— Agencies

o0 ¢
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Date: 27.03.2024

. \.
\
patients: HealthCare Global ‘\
Enterpri Ltd. has \
aunched the HCG Care apP,
the first of its kind I the »\
oncology care space. ™ 1\
app 5 desia to make '\
expert, ‘nd'mduaized cancer \
e easily, continuous\v ‘\
proactively Jccessible tO R
er patients from wher
ever they are locat \
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PI0 FIRST TO GET
LIFE-CHANGING
CANCER CURE

London, March 30: Yuvan Th-
akkar, an Indian-origin teenag-
er diagnosed with cancer, says
he is now able to enjoy the thi-
ngs he loves after life-changing
treatment thanks to a fund set
up by the United Kingdom'’s
state-funded National Health
Service to make innovative
therapies accessible to thou-
sands of patients.

According to NHS England,
16-year-old Thakkar from
Watford near London was the
first child in the UK to benefit
from a pioneering CAR T thera-
py called tisagenlecleucel
(Kymriah) thanks to its Cancer
Drugs Fund (CDF).
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