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Consultant Surgical
Oncologist & Director, Saroj
Gupta Cancer Centre &
Research Institute,

Thakurpukur, Kolkata
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Venus Remedies gets marketing approval- The Asian Age, 6™ July 2023

Venus Remedies
gets marketing
approval

Pharma major Venus Remedies
on Wednesday said it has
received marketing approval
from Oman, Malaysia, Bosnia
and Trinidad and Tobago for
key chemotherapy drugs.

With this, it has secured 503
marketing approvals for its
oncology products across 75
countries. These approvals will
enable it to expand operations
to new geographies and open
up new avenues for advanced
cancer treatment.
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GST Council likely to exempt IGST on cancer drug import- The Asian Age, 7" July

2023

GST Council likely to exempt
IGST on cancer drug import

Delhi, July 6: The
GST Council at its next
meeting on Tuesday is
likely to exempt cancer
medicine Dinutuximab
imported by individuals
from tax, decide on appli-
cability of GST on f
beverages served in multi-
plexes and come out with
a clear definition of utili-
ty vehicles for levying a 22
per cent cess, sources
said.

The Council, chaired by
Union finance minister
and comprising state min-
isters, will also decide on
GST exemption for satel-
lite launch services pro-
vided by private players.

Besides, import of medi-
cines and Food for Special
Medical Purposes (FSMP)
used in the treatment of
rare diseases for personal
use and also by centres of
excellence are likely to be
exempted from Integrated
GST. Currently, such
imports attract an IGST of
5 per cent or 12 per cent.

The fitment committee,
comprising central and
state tax officers, has rec-
ommended to the Council
to clarify on these major
issues at the 50th meeting
of the Council on July 11.

In addition to the recom-
mendations of the fitment
committee, the Council
will also consider the GoM
report on online gaming,

/ 42
&=
——
finalise contours for set-
ting up appellate tribunal,
and demand of the indus-
try for reimbursement of

full CGST and 50 per cent
IGST in 11 hill states

under the ‘scheme for
budgetary ;l.ﬂaport'.

With reg to rates, the
fitment committee has
recommended to the
Council to define Multi
Utility Vehicles (MUV) or
mulupurpose vehicles or
crossover utility vehicles
(XUVs) at par with the
Sports Utility Vehicles
(SUVs) for levy of a 22 per
cent compensation cess
over and above the 28 per
cent Goods and Services
Tax (GST) rate, sources
said.

The committee has rec-
ommended that all utility
vehicles, by whatever

name called, would attract
22 per cent cess provided
they meet three parame-

ters - length greater than
4-metre, engine capacity
greater than 1,500 cc and
ground clearance in ‘un-
laden condition' of more
than 170 mm.

The GST Council had in
December last year clari-
fied on the definition of
SUVs. At that time, some
states had asked for a sim-
ilar clarification for
MUVs.

The fitment committee
has asked the GST
Council to clarify that
food and beverages served
in cinema halls be taxed at
5 per cent and not 18 per
cent as was being done in
some multiplexes.
Karnataka had raised the
issue and demanded clari-
ty from the Council.

The food or beverages
served in a cinema hall is
taxable as restaurant serv-
ice, the committee said.
However, if the sale of cin-
ema ticket and supply of
eatables such as popcorn
or cold drinks etc. are
clubbed and sold together,
the entire supply should
be treated as composite
supply and taxed as per
the applicable rate of the
principal supply, which in
this case is cinema ticket.

Currently, movie tickets
below T100 are taxed at 12
per cent, while those ab-
ove the threshold attract
an 18 per cent GST. — PT]
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Cancer patients spend 33.3L/year out-of-pocket on treatment: Study — The Time of
India, 11" July 2023

Cancer patients spend %3.3L/year
out -of-pocket on treatment: Study

CATASTROPHIC HEALTH EXPENDITURE

Mlmesqroup com

New Delhi: A cancer patient
spends close to Rs 3.3 lakh an-
nually out-of-pocket on heror
his treatment regardless of
their status vis-a-vis insur-
ance coverage, a study car-
ried out among 12,148 cancer
patients seeking treatment at
seven top medical iInstitu.
tions in the country includ-
ing AIIMS Delhi, PGl Chandi-
garh and Tata Memorial Cen-
tre Mumbai has revealed

The study, which has been
published in the journal
‘Frontiers in Public Health

i (FPH)',showsthatanaverage

cancer patient spends Rs

¢ 8,053 per outpatient consulta

tion out-of-pocket. The mean
direct Out-Of-Pocket Expen-
diture (OOPE) per episode of
hospitalisation is estimated
as Rs 39,085,

But because of the repeti-
tive nature of outpatient care,
the study suggests, outpatient
treatment is more likely to
cause catastrophic health ex-
penditure (CHE) and impover
ishment (80% and 67%, respec-
tively) than hospitalisation
(30% and 17%, respectively).

Approximately 60% of the
patients seeking outpatient
treatment and 62.8% hospi-
talised patients were found to

No. of cancer patients included in
the study | 12,148
Hospitals included | AlIMS Delhi,
PGIMER Chandigarh, Tata Memo-
rial Hospital Mumbai, CMC Vellore,
Adyar Cancer Centre Chennai, BBCI
Assam and GMCH Chandigarh &
Annual out-of-pocket expenditure  Components of out-of-pocket
on cancer treatment spend on outpatient treatment
255,081 Lab tests/diagnostics  36%
Total Hospitalisation = Medicines 28%
e Travelling cost 2%
) B User fee 5%
» ‘ Boarding/Lodging 4%
e B "
Non-hospitalised treatment and others 1%
Components of out-of-pocket expenditure on hospitalised patients
Medicines 45%
Lab tests/diagnostics N 16%
Procedure/surgery [N 12%
User fee I 11%
Travelling cost I 6% EBE
Boarding/Lodging Il 5% ————

Informal payment and others Il 5%

be covered under some health
insurance schemes in the
multicenter study:
Outpatient treatment in-
cludes chemotherapy as well
as diagnostics for routine
monitoring and supportive
care. The researchers point

out in the study that the ma
jority of the publicly fi
nanced health insurance
schemes include only inpa-
tient care in its health bene-
fits package, leaving outpa
tient care out of the ambit
Even for the inpatient care

Times View: in20x,
cancer claimed over 8.5 lakh
lives in India. The same year, it
was estimated, over 2.7 million
had the disease. Itis well known
that cancer can be managed,
especially if diagnosed in time.
But the survey shows that the
cost of treatment for outpatients
- especially those from middle
or lower income groups — can be
debilitating even ingovernment
hospitals, The survey underfines
the need to find out ways and
means for ensuringamore
affordable treatment plan for
such patients.

which is covered, the finan-
clal protection starts to Kick
inonce the diagnosis is estab-
lished, which implies that the
initial diagnostics and stag
ingincaseof probablecancer
cases is paid out-of-pocket by
the patients, they add.

“The health benefits pack-
age of Ayushman Bharat PM-
JAY should prioritise the ex
pansion of cancer packages,
by including the cost-effective
treatments which may be de-
livered in outpatient care. Sec
ondly, the digital payment sys
tems should be used to finance
the cost of diagnostic services
available for staging of cancer
patients before the treatment
begins,” the study, led by Dr
Shankar Prija suggests
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Artificial sweetener aspartame ‘possibly’ carcinogenic: WHO- The Times of India,
15™ July 2023

Artificial sweetener aspartame
‘possibly’ carcinogenic: WHO

But Safe At Already-Agreed Levels, Says The Health Body;
USFDA Stands By Longstanding Position That It's Harmless

is a “possible carcino-

gen” but it remains safe
to consume at already-agreed
levels, two groups linked to
the World Health Organizati-
on declared on Friday The ru-
lings are the outcome of two
separate WHO expert panels,
oneof which flags whether th-
ere is any evidence that a sub-
stance is a potential hazard,
and the other which assesses
how much of a real-life risk
that substance actually poses,

The declaration of a can-
cer risk associated with
aspartame reflects the first ti-
me the prominent internatio-
nal body has weighed in pub-
licly on the effects of the near-
Iy ubiquitous artificial swee-
tener: Aspartame has been a
contentious ingredient for de-
cades. Aspartame, one of six
sweeteners approved by US
regulators, is found in thou-
sands of products, from pack-
ets of Equal to sugarfree
gum, diet sodas, teas, energy
drinks and even yogurts. It is
also used to sweeten various
pharmaceutical products.

In a press conference ahe-
ad of the announcement, the
WHO's head of nutrition,
Francesco Branca said: “If
consumers are faced with the
decision of whether to take

o l% sweetener aspartame

Aspartame is a low-calorie
artificial sweetener that is
sugar. It is a white, odorless

powder and the world's most
widely used artificial sweetener

cola with sweeteners or one
with sugar, | think there sho
uld be a third option conside-
red — which is todrink water
instead,” Branca said.

WHO's Cancer arm, Inter-
national Agency for Research
on Cancer (IARC), said it ba-
sed its conclusion that aspar-
tame was a “possible carcino-
gen” on limited evidence
from three observational stu-
dies of humans that the agen-
cy said linked consumption
of artificially sweetened be-
verages to an increase in ca-
ses of liver cancer — at levels
far below a dozen cans a day.

IARC does not take intoac-
count how much a person wo-
uld need to consume to be at
risk, which is considered by a
separate panel, the WHO and
Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAO)Joint Committee
on Food Additives (JECFA).
After undertaking its own
comprehensive review, JEC-
FA said that it did not have

convincing evidence of harm
caused by aspartame, and
continued to recommend that
people keep thelr consump-
tion levels of aspartame be-
low 40mg/kg a day. The WHO
has previously determined
that an adult weighing 70kg
can consume 91to 14 cans of so-
da daily, each containing 200
10 300mg of aspartame,

The US Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, which appro-
ved aspartame decades ago,
on Thursday issued an unusu-
alcriticismof theglobal agen-
cy'sfindings and reiterated its
longstandingposition that the
sweetener is safe. It said it
“disagrees with TARC's con-
clusion that these studies sup-
port classifving aspartame as
a possible carcinogen to hu-
mans.” The FDA also said that
“aspartame being labeled by
the WHO as ‘possibly carcino-
genic to humans' does not me-
an that aspartame is actually
linked tocancer” reuterssnyT
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Celebrated US hacker died in Las Vegas after 14-month battle with pancreatic cancer

Felon turned cyber guru Mitnick dead at 59- The Asian Age, 22th July 2023

SECTOR | PIONEER  Celebrated US hacker died in Las Vegas after 14-month battle with pancreatic cancer

Felon turned cyber guru Mitnick dead at 59

Las Vegas, July 21: Kevin
Mitnick, whose pioneer-
ing antics tricking
employees in the 1980s and
1990s into helping him
steal software and services
from big phone and tech
companies made him the
most celebrated US, hack:
er, has died at age 59,

Mitnick died Sunday In
Las Vegas after a 14-month
battle with pancreatic can-
cer, sald Stu Sjouwerman,
CEO of the security train-
ing firm KnowBed, where
Mitnick was chitef hacking
officer.

His colorful carcer from
student tinkerer to FBI
hunted fugitive, Impris
oned felon and finally

W"

Kevin Mitnick

respected  cybersecurity
professional, public speak-
er and author tapped for
advice by US lawmakers
and global corporations
mirrors the evolution of
soclety's grasp of the
nuances of computer
hacking

Through Mitnick's pro-
fessional trajectory, and
what many consider the
misplaced prosecutorial
zeal that put him behind
bars for nearly five years
until 2000, the public has
learned how to better dis
tinguish serious computer
crime from the mischie
vous troublemaking of
vouths hellbent on prov-
ing their hacking prowess

He never hacked for
money, said Sjouwerman
who Dbecame Mitnick's

business partner in 2011
He was mostly after tro-
phies, chiefly cellphone
code, he said

Much fanfare accompa
nied Mitnick’s high-profile

arrest in 1965, three years
after he'd skipped proba
tion on a previous comput.
er break-in charge. The
government accused him
of causing millions of dol
lars in damages to compa-
nies including Motorola,
Novell, Nokia and Sun
Microsystems by stealing
software and altering com
puter code.

But federal prosecutors
had difficulty gathering
evidence of major crimes,
and after being jailed for
nearly four years, Mitnick
reached a plea agreement
in 1999 that credited him
for time served.

Mitnick was released
from prison in 2000, AP
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SSKM in select company for its cancer research- The Statesman, 30™ July 2023

Date: 30/07/2023

SS KM in select company for
ils cancer research

world map due to its path-breaking role in cancer

research, said Dr Diptendra Sarkar, surgical oncologist of

the premier health care institution.

The SSKM Hospital has been selected as the first global
centre, where the new experiment will be carried out while
the second centre will be London.

In both the cases two Bengali doctors, namely Dr Partha
Basu and Dr Debashis Bose are playing major roles.

Portable Ultrasound (PUS) devices can detect breast
cancer instantly. One end of the device has a probe and it is
placed on the breast and the other end is cordless. Itis con-
nected with an app, which helps in detecting lump in breast
instantaneously.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has presented
two such devices, worth Rs 10 lakh each, to SSKM hospital.
The hospital is waiting for a nod from the ministry of health,
which is expected any time, said professor Dr Diptendra
Sarkar, surgical oncologist, SSKM Hospital.

The experiment will be carried out on 200 women and
that will be monitored by WHO in France. Dr Partha Basu is
the global head of the Internal Agency for Research in Cancer
(IARC) of WHO. Experts from WHO had come to SSKM Hos-
pital in January and trained the doctors. It will give 20,000
Euro to the West Bengal government to carry out the research.

Dr Sarkar said if the device becomes successful, it will be
a path-breaking event in the treatment of breast cancer.
Mammogram, which is commonly done to detect lumps in
breasts, is effective for women who are above 50 years and
above. This device will be able to detect cancer in women
who are below 50 years. WHO experts who had come to the
city had expressed satisfaction with the infrastructure.

Presidency General (PG) Hospital became known to the
world after Ronald Ross discovered the transmission of
malaria in human beings at this hospital, which fetched him
a Nobel Prize in physiology or medicine in 1902.

It may be mentioned that chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee has given special emphasis on the treatment of cancer.
On her way to Nabanna, the state administrative head quar-
ters, she often visits SSKM hospital to see the functioning of
the premier institution.

During the British period, it was called the Presidency
General Hospital and the Europeans were treated here.

Dr Sarkar said “There is a general belief in people that
they would get the best treatment in SSKM hospital and so
they come here for detection and treatment. As a result, the
load on the hospital is going up every day.”

Statistics states that around 15,000 people come to the
out patient department of SSKM hospital daily which is far
above than Post Graduate Institute, Chandigarh, where the

If things go as planned, SSKM Hospital will be on the

average attendance is around 5,130 and AIIMS,
New Delhi, which is around 4,500. In surgical
oncology, around 800 patients come daily onan
average. “The doctors at SSKM hospital are well
trained and they handle the patients by follow-
ing the modern method of treatment,” he said,
adding “SSKM is an institution and one of the
finest health care establishments in eastern
India,” he maintained.

The Government of India has accepted the
WHO guideline that there should be one doctor for
1,000 people. Initially, the target was fixed that by 2030
itwould be achieved but now GOl is saying that by 2047
when the country will be celebrating its centenary of
Independence, the target will be achieved.

In West Bengal now the ratio is one doctor for
1,600 people and with the coming up of private
and government medical colleges, the target will
be met in the state within the next one decade.

Dr Sarkar said the health infrastructure
in the state has improved a lot in the past _
one decade and the steps that have been &
taken by the state government, within the
next couple of years West Bengal will reach
a very good position in the government
health care system in the country.
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