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Gram my_w' .
in : )
Jan., 2023 ning Singer Anita Poi .
inter dies of cancer at 74
= The Hindu, 2"

| N

Grammy-winnin
of 74 following 2 pattle with cancer, her publicist said. One of the
ters, she delighted

founding members of R&B group The Pointer Sis
fans across the world with hits, including “I'm So Excited,’ « Jump,’

and “Fire) AP

g singer Anita Pointer diedon saturday at the age
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Navratilova faces
cancer battle

Tennis legend
Martina Mavratilova says she is
hoping for a wfavourable out-
come” after being diagnosed
with breast and throat cancer.
The EE-year-nld
Czechoslnvakia-born natu-
ralised American told
Tennis.com on Monday about
the diagnosis but added they
wena both rreatable. It is not
the first time the 1B8-times
Grand Slam singles champion
has been diagmsed with can-
cer — in 2010 she had breast
cancer but Was assessed as
being clear 5ix months later.
«The double whammy is seri-
ous, but fixable, and 1'm hoping
for a favourable outcome,” she
said. “It's going to stink for a
while, but "1 fight with all ]
have got.”

mMavratilova noticed an enlarged
lymph node in her neck during
Huvember‘s WTA Finals in Fort
wharth, Texas. F-Y subsequent
biopsy revealed stage one
throat cancer. puring the tests,
a lump was also d'lsccvered in
her breast, which was later
diagnosed as an unrelated can-
cer. mMavratilova will begin her
treatment later this month in
New York. — AFP
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\ cancer and breast cancer. Ina
statement released DY her rep-
\ resentative, the 18time Grand
\ glam singles champion and
\ member of the \nternationa\
Tennis Hall of Fame said her
prognosis is good and she will
\ start treatment this month.




&

THE TIMES OF INDILA

Date: 03.01.2023

Navratilova diagnosed with cancer - the Times of india, 3 jan., 2023

New York: Former world
number one tennis player
Martina Navratilova said on
Monday she has been diagno-
sed with throat and breast
cancer. The Czech-American
is considered among one the
greatest players of all time,
winning a total of 59 Grand
Slam titles across singles and
doubles. “This double wham-
my is serious but still fixab-
le,” the 66-year-old said in a
statement to WTA.

“I'm hoping for a favou-
rable outcome. It's going to
stink for a while, but I'll
fight with all I have got.”
Czech-born  Navratilova,
who became a U.S. citizen in
1981, was alsodiagnosed and
beat breast cancer back in
2010. Navratilovaadded that
the cancer was in Stage 1,
and the prognosis are good,
with treatments to begin
next week.

The cancer wasfirst disco-
vered in early November du-
ring the WTA finals when
Navratilova noticed a swel-
lingin herneck thatdid not go

down. “Martina noticed an
enlarged lymph node in her
neck during the WTA finals
in Forth Worth," said Navra-
tilova's representative Mary
Greenham. “When it didn't
dodown, a biopsy was perfor-
med, the results came back as
Stage 1 throat cancer.

“At the same time as Mar-
tina was undergoing the tests
for the throat, a suspicious
form was found in her breast,
which was subsequently di-
agnosed as cancer, complete-
ly unrelated tothe throat can-
cer. Both of these cancersare
in theirearly stages with gre-
atoutcomes,”

Greenham said that Nav-
ratilova, who now works as
tennis presenterontelevision
and radio, will not travel to
Melbourne for the Jan. 16-29
Australian Open but hopes to
contribute to the broadcasts
remotely “Martina won't be
covering the Aussie Open for
the Tennis Channel from the-
ir studio but hopes to join in
from time to time by Zoom,”
said Greenham. reuters

SINGLES

Career record: 1,442-219
(86.8%)

Career titles: 167 (Open
era record)

Highest ranking: No. 1
(July 10, 1978)

DOUBLES

Career record: 747-143
(83.9%)

Career titles: 177 (Open
era record)

Highest ranking: No. 1
(September 10, 1984)

MIXED DOUBLES
Career titles: 15

GRAND SLAM TITLES
Australian Open: 3
singles, 8 doubles, 1
mixed doubles

French Open: 2 singles, 7
doubles, 2 mixed doubles
Wimbledon: 9 singles, 7
doubles, 4 mixed doubles
US Open: 4 singles, 9
doubles, 3 mixed doubles

1956 at Prague
Turned pro 1974
Retired 2006
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Blow to BJP i
in Pune
as MLA Laxman Jagtap passes awa
Y- The Hindu, 4" Jan., 2023

—

Blow tO BJP in Pune as MLA
L. axman Jagtap passes away

Bharatiya Janata party leader Laxman Jagtap,
three-time MLA from the Chinchwad
constituency in pune district, passed away after a
pmtracted illness on Tuesday- According 1O
sources, Jagtap: who had been battling cancer for
some time, breathed his last at a hospital in
pune’s Baner area. Jagtap 1s the second
jmportant Jeader —and sitting MLA — from Pune
from the BJP tO die in less than a fortnight after
Kasba Peth lawmaker and ex-Mayor Mukta Tilak
passed away on December 273 last year.
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THE ASIAN AGE

Italian football i
great vialli dies- 7
ies- The Asian Age, 7" Jan., 2023

Italian football
great Vialli dies

Rome: Former Juventus,
Chelsea and Italy striker
Gianluca vialli has died aged 58
of pancreatic cancer, his former
clubs announced on Friday.
vialli was diagnosed with can-
cer in 2017 pbut was still able to
play a significant role in Italy’s
European Championship title-
winning campaign in 2021
assisting long-time sampdoria
strike partner and national
coach Roberto Mancini.
However, the signs were not
good when he announced a
temporary leave from his role
with the national team in
December to focus on his
health. vialli spent eight sea-
sons at Genoa-based
sampdoria pefore joining
Juventus in 1992 for a then
world record 16.5 million euros.
He won the Champions League
with Juventus pefore joining
Chelsea in 1996 and pbecoming

player-manager in 1998. vialli

and went on to lead Chelsea to
victory in the League Cup,
UEFA Cup winners' Cup and
UEFA Super Cup.

— AFP
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Former italy striker Gianluca Vialli

passes away aged 58 — The Hindu, 7 Jan.,
2023

The Statesman

Date: 07.01.2023

TRAGIC
Former Italy striker Gianluca Vialli
passes away aged 58

Gianluca Vialli, 58, the former Italy striker who helped Sampdoria
and Juventus win Serie A and European trophies before becoming a
player-manager at Chelsea, has died. Vialli, who earned 59 caps for
Italy, was first diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in 2017. The Italian
soccer federation confirmed Vialli’s death on Friday.

Date: 07.01.2023

Former italy striker Gianluca Vialli dies at 58 — 7he Statesman, 7" Jan., 2023

Former Italystriker Gianluca Viallidies at 58

AGENCIES
ROME, 6 JANUARY

GianlucaVialli, the former Italy
strikerwho helped Sampdo-
ria and Juventus win Serie A
and European trophies before
becoming player-manager
at Chelsea, has died. He was
58. The Italian soccer feder-
ation confirmedVialli's death
on Friday.

Vialli announced in 2018
thathe had overcome ayear-
long battle with pancreatic
cancer but thensaid in Decem-
ber 2021 that the disease had
returned. With his condition
worsening, Vialliannounced
in mid-December that he
was temporarily stepping
down from his role as the del-
egation chieffor Italy’s nation-
al team.

Federation president
Gabriele Gravinasaid hewas
“deeplysaddened” and noted
that Vialli's sporting success
was matched by his “extra-
ordinary human qualities.”

Vialli was appointed del-
egation chief under Azzurri
head coach Roberto Manci-
ni, hislongtime friend and for-
mer teammate.

The pairwereknown asthe
“gemelli del gol,” or “goal
twins,” when they played
togetherat Sampdoria, lead-
ing the Genoaclub toitsonly
SerieAtitlein 1991 andits only
European title in 1990 with
the Cup Winners' Cup -
plus four Italian Cup tro-
phies.

Vialliand Mancini
also helped Samp- £
doriareach the 1992

European Cup final, whichit
lost to Barcelona at Wembley
Stadium. As delegation chief,
Vialli reunited with Mancini
to help Italy win the European
Championship by beating
Englandina

penalty

shootout atWembleyin 2021.
“We havearelationship that
goes way beyond friendship,”
Mancinisaid during the Euros.
“He’slikea truebrother tome.”
Vialli's death comes three
weeks after the premature
passing of another Serie A
great, Sini§a Mihajlovic, who
died after a long battle with
leukaemia. Mihajlovic also
played with Mancini at
SampdoriaafterViallileft the
club for Juventus. Vialliwon
another Serie A title at
Juventusandalso raised the
Champions League and

L, UEFACup trophies with the

Bianconeri.
“Suchanintense sense

. ofloss,” Juventus said in a

statement. “We have always
beenwithyou,
wesn Gianluca. Ever

since you arrived in 1992,
when it was love at first
sight...we loved everything
aboutyou, absolutely every-
thing — your smile, your
beingastarand leaderat the
same time, on the pitch and
in the dressing room, your
adorable swashbucklingways,
your culture, your class, which
youshowed until thelastday
in the black and white stripes.”

Vialli played for Italy from
1985-1992, making 59 appear-
ances and scoring 16 goals.

He ended his playing career
while also managing Chelsea,
leading the London club to FA
Cup, League Cup and Cup
Winners' Cup titles. He con-
tinued tolive in London after
moving on from Chelsea into
TV commentary and other
ventures.
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Cancer risk starts with first drop of alcohol: WHO - 7he Tribune, 7 Jan., 2023

Cancer risk starts with first drop ofalcohol: WHO

Aprti TaNDON

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 6

Cancer risk starts with the
very first drop of alcohol and
no amount of alcohol can be
termed safe for human
health, the World Health
Organizsation has said.

In a statement published
in The Lancet Public
Health, the world body con-
cludes: “When it comes to
alcohol consumption, there
is no safe amount that does
not affect health.”

[t says that to identify a safe
level of alcohol consumption,
valid scientific evidence
would need to demonstrate
that below a certain level,
there is no risk of illness or
injury associated with aleohol

consumption but the “cur-
rently available evidence can-
notindicate the existence of a
threshold at which the car-
cinogenic effects of alcohol
switch on and start to mani-
fest in the human body™.
“We cannot talk about a so-
called safe level of alcohol
use. It doesn't matter how
much you drink - the risk to
the drinker’s health starts
from the first drop of any
alcoholic beverage. The only
thing that we can say for sure
is that the more you drink,
the more harmful it is - or, in
other words, the less you
drink, the saferit is,” explains
Dr Carina Ferreira-Borges,
acting Unit Lead for Non-
communicable Disease Man-
agement and Regional Advis-

ETHANOL POSES RISK
B Alcohol causes seven types of cancer, including the most common
types such as bowel cancer and female breast cancer, says WHO
B Ethanol (alcohol) causes cancer through biological mechanisms
as the compound breaks down in body, which means any bever-
age containing alcohol, regardless of price and quality, poses a risk

er for Alechol and Illicit
Drugs in the WHO Regional
Office for Europe.

The WHO cited the Interna-
tional Agency for Research
on Cancer to say that alcohol
is a toxic, psychoactive, and
dependence-producing sub-
stance which has been classi-
fied as a Group 1 carcinogen
decades ago.

This puts alechol in the
highest cancer risk group,
which also includes asbestos,
radiation and tobacco.

“Alcohol causes at least sev-
en types of cancer, including
the most common cancer
types such as bowel cancer
and female breast cancer
Ethanol (alcohol) causes can-
cer through biological mech-
anisms as the compound
breaks down in the body,
which means that any bever-
age containing  aleohol,
regardless of its price and
quality, poses a risk of devel-
oping cancer,” the WHO says.

“The latest available data

indicate that half of all alco-
hol-attributable cancers in
the WHO European Region
are caused by “light” and
“moderate” aleohol con-
sumption - less than 1.5 litres
of wine or less than 35 litres
of beer or less than 450 millil-
itres of spirits per week. This
drinking pattern is responsi-
ble for the majority of alco-
hol-attributable breast can-
cers in women, with the
highest burden observed in
countries of the European
Union (EU). In the EU, cancer
is the leading cause of death -
with a steadily increasing
incidence rate - and the
majority of all alcohol-attrib-
utable deaths are due to dif-
ferent types of cancers,” the
WHO said.
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TWO CANCEROUS GROWTHS

T
DAKEN OUT OF JILL BIDEN-
eccan Chronicle, 13" Jan., 2023

THE ASIAN AGE

TWO CANCEROUS GROWTHS
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ysician said. .
Jill Biden, accompamed by
president Joe Biden, flew early

morning on the pre51dential i
helicopter to Walter Reed Nati- : |
onal Medical Centre in the sub- \

Date: 13.01.2023

TWO CANCEROUS

GROWTHS TAKEN

QUT OF JILL BIDEN
. 12

n, Jan. - Doctors
on Thursday successfully rems-
oved twO cancerous growthe- on
the US first 1lady Jill Biden, and
she is NOW consmered clear of
danger, the Wwhite House ph-
ysician said.

Jill Biden. accompanied by
President Joe Biden. flew early
morning on the presidential
helicopter to Walter Reed Nati-
onal Med‘lcal Centre in the sub-
urbs of washington for the out-
patient procedure, known as
Mohs surgery-

Wwhite House doctor Kevin
O’ Connot gaid In & mnemorai-
dum that Jill Biden was experi-
encing post-op «facial swelling
and bruising. put is in good
gpirits and is feeling well.”
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Jill Biden has t
lesions remove

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, 12 JANUARY
Surgeons removed a cancer-
ous lesion above firstlady Jill
Biden s right eye and one on
her chest, theWhite House said
Wednesday, while a third
lesion on her left eyelid was
being examined.

Dr. Kevin O’Connor, the
physician to President Joe
Biden, said examinations
showed that the lesion over
jill Biden's right eye and one
newly discovered on her chest
were both confirmed to be
basal cell carcinoma. The
lesion on her left eyelid was
“fully excised, with margins,
and was sent for standard
microscopic examination,”
according to O'Connor’s

o
report. Basal cell carcinoma
is the most common type of
skin cancer, butalso the most
curable form. It's considered
highly treatable, especially
when caught early. It is a
slow-growing cancer that
usually is confined to the
surface of skin — doctors
almost always can remove it
all with a shallow incision —
and seldom causes serious
complications or becomes

WO cancerous
d: White House

life-threatening.

The Bidens spent the day
at Walter Reed National Mil-
itary Medical Center in Bethes-
da, Maryland, where the 71-
year-old first lady underwent
a common outpatient pro-
cedure known as Mohs surgery
to remove and examine the
lesions. After nearly nine
hours at the hospital, the
president returned to the
White House solo.

jill Biden's press secretary
said the first lady returned to
theWhite HouseWednesday
evening, and was “doing well
and in good spirits.”

O’Connor said she expe-
rienced “some facial swelling
and bruising.” Basal cell car-
cinoma is so common there
aren't good counts.
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Free tattoos give hope for breast cancer survivors — Deccan Chronicle, 18" Jan., 2023

Ink artists help women love bodies after mastectomy

Free tattoos give hope for
breast cancer SUrvivors

Lelystad, Jan. 17: Flo-
wers and butterflies
surround the scars left
by the removal of Jacq-
ueline van Schaik’s bre-
asts, thanks to a new tat-
too the cancer survivor
says she treasures

“It’s magnificent,” exc-
laims an emotional Van
Schaik, 56, looking at
herself in the mirror at
the end of the session at
a tattoo parlour in the
central Dutch city of
Lelystad.

“I don’t see the scars
anymore, | only see this
gem,” added the mother-
of-one, who underwent a
double mastectomy aft-
er being diagnosed with
cancer in October 2020,
followed by extensive
chemo- and radiothera-
py. Her tattooist, Darryl
Veer, is part of a grow-
ing group of ink artists
ready to help women
love their bodies again
after the traumatic expe-
rience of a mastectomy.

Around one in seven
women in the Netherl-
ands develops breast
cancer during their life-
time, Dutch health aut-
hority figures said. Bre-
ast removal is necessary
in a third of these cases,
according to a Dutch
website specialising in
cancer.

A breast cancer survivor gets a tattoo around her mastectomy scars after her

breasts were removed.

@ AROUND ONE in seven women in the Neth-
erlands develops breast cancer during their
lifetime, Dutch health authority figures said.
Breast removal is necessary in a third of these
cases, according to a Dutch website specialis-

ing in cancer.

Myriam Scheffer, 44,
suffered the same fate.
She too wanted a tattoo
on her chest — “most
probably a large bird
spreading its wings"”
but her scars have not
vet healed enough. She
decided to help others
like her by setting up a
foundation last year to
offer free tattoos to
women. Van Schaik is
the first recipient.

The idea of tattoos for
breast cancer survivors
already exists in the
United States and Fran-
ce, but Scheffer, who has
an eight-year-old daugh-
ter, hopes to develop the
initiative across Europe.
Interested women can
contact her from June
on her foundation’s web-
site, tittoo.org.

There, they can meet
the tattoo artists, plan

— AFP

the artwork and ses-
sions, set for October to
raise awareness for bre-
ast cancer screening.

Thanks to her founda-
tion, Italian and Swed-
ish women will be able
to do the same later this
year, most likely in Flo-
rence and in Stockholm,
where there are active
groups of so-called “flat-
ties” or “flat women",
Scheffer said.

She hopes to expand
the scheme to Belgium
and Germany in 2024.

Scheffer’s foundation
only works with tattoo
artists who, like the 36-
year-old Veer, have expe-
rience of covering up
scars. . — AFP
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Ink artists help women love their bodies again after traumatic mastectomy

Free tattoos hope for breast cancer survivors — 7he Asian Age, 18" Jan., 2023

putck | DELIGHT Ik artists help women love their bodies again after traumatic mastectomy

Free tattoos hope for breast cancer survivors

Lelystad, Jan, 17: Flowers
and butterflies surround
the scars left by the re-
moval of Jacqueline van
Schaik’s breasts, thanks to
a new tattoo the cancer su-
rvivor says she treasures.

“It's magnificent,” excla-
ims an emotional Van Sch-
aik, 56, looking at herself
in the mirror at the end of
the session at a tattoo parl-
our in the central Dutch
city of Lelystad.

“I'don’t see the scars any-
more. I only see this gem,”
added the mother-of-one,
who underwent a double
mastectomy after being di-
agnosed with cancer in Oc-

© AROUND ONE in sev-
en women in the Nethe-
rlands develops breast
cancer during their life-
time, Dutch health aut-
hority figures said. Bre-
ast removal is necessa-
ry in a third of these ca-
ses, according to a Dut-
ch website specialising
in cancer.
tober 2020, followed by ext-
ensive chemo- and radio-
therapy.

Her tattooist, Darryl
Veer, is part of a growing

Jacqueline van Schaik, breast cancer survivor, gets a

tattoo around her mastectomy scars.

group of ink artists ready
to help women love their
bodies again after the
traumatic experience of a
mastectomy.

— AFP

Around one in seven wo-
men in the Netherlands
develops breast cancer du-
ring their lifetime, Dutch
health authority figures

said. Breast removal is ne-
cessary in a third of these
cases, according to a Dut-
ch website specialising in
cancer.

Myriam Scheffer, 44, suf-
fered the same fate. She
too wanted a tattoo on her
chest — “most probably a
large bird spreading its
wings” — but her scars
have not yet healed enou-
gh. In the meantime, she
decided to help others like
her by setting up a founda-
tion last year to offer free
tattoos to women. Van Sch-
aik is the first recipient.

The idea of tattoos for br-
east cancer survivors alre-

ady exists in the United
States and France, but
Scheffer, who has an eight-
year-old daughter, hopes to
develop the initiative acro-
ss Europe. Interested wo-
men can contact her from
June on her foundation’s
website, tittoo.org.

There, they can meet the
tattoo artists, plan the art-
work and sessions, set for
October to raise awarene-
ss for breast cancer scree-
ning. Thanks to her foun-
dation, Italian and Swed-
ish women will be able to
do the same later this year,
most likely in Florence
and in Stockholm. — AFP
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UK nurs
es st
age fresh walkout - 7he Asi.
an Age, 19" Jan., 2023

London, Jan. 18 Thous- cedures are likely to be
ands of purses in Britain postponed.

walked out on wednesday With more walkouts by
in a new protest over pay, nurses p\anned for next

with no end in s1g ttoa month — ambulance
wave of trikes that has workers pouncing a
iled pressure the new slate of F bruary S
'g overb dened public rikes onservative
health gystem. overnment 18 under gro
Two 12-hour nursing st ing pressur 1ift its

clinics in England. “It's a job that 11ove, but
Emergency care and 1 need to pay my bills,”
cancer treatment will said intensive care nurse
continue, but thousands Nav Singh, on & picket

of appol tments and pro- line in London.
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Cuba developing cancer vaccines, Alzheimer’s drugs: Che’'s daughter - 7he Hindu,

19" Jan., 2023

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Medical professional and
human rights advocate
Aleida Guevara, daughter
of Marxist revolutionary
Che Guevara, on Wednes-
day said that the "crimi-
nal” blockade imposed by
the U.S on Cuba had led to
the island country deve-
loping alternatives in
healthcare.

Interacting with stu-
dents of the Asian College
of Journalism, she said that
Cuba had developed five
vaccines for COVID-19. It
was working on vaccines
for pulmonary, prostate
and breast cancers and al-
so therapeutic medicines
for Alzheimer's and Par-
kinson's diseases. Apart
from developing such
medicines, the country
was trying to find alterna-
tives in homoeopathy, acu-
puncture and traditional
Indian medicine.

She said that "blockade™
was the right word to refer
to the U.S.-imposed sanc-
tions, which have been in
effect for more than six de-

Aleida Guevera, Cuban rights activist, at a discussion at the Asian

College of Journalism (ACJ) in Chennai on Wednesday. N. Ram,
Director, THG Publishing Private Ltd., and Sashi Kumar,
Chairperson, ACJ, are seen. SR RAGHUNATHAN

cades, as the word “embar-
go” did not fully capture its
effect. She said the US. did
not want Cuba to do busi-
ness with any country.

Highlighting that the
supply of food and medi-
cines were the most affect-
ed by the blockade, Ms.
Guevara said that it was of-
ten the case that eight out
of 10 new drugs launched
had a US. patent and
hence could not be ac-
cessed by Cubans.

Highlighting the robust-
ness of Cuba’s healthcare,
she said that the free and
universal system priori-
tised preventive care.

On the Russia-Ukraine

war, Ms. Guevara said that
there could be no justifica-
tion for war as the ones
who lost the most were the
common people. Criticis-
ing the role of the U.S. in
the war, she said the coun-
try, which went “hysteri-
cal” and brought humanity
to the verge of a World War
because the USSR sent de-
fence rockets to Cuba (dur-
ing the 1962 Cuban missile
crisis) was now supplying
arms to Ukraine.

‘Act of terrorism’

Strongly affirming solidari-
ty with Cuba, N. Ram, Di-
rector, The Hindu Group
Publishing Private Lid.,

Cuba developing cancer vaccines,
Alzheimer’s drugs: Che’s daughter

said the unprecedented
blockade the country faced
from the U.S. was an act of
terrorism, but was not re-
cognised as such. When
Cuba faced a crisis after the
break-up of the Soviet Un-
ion, the Cuban solidarity
movement in India, of
which he was a part, man-
aged to send 10,000
tonnes of wheat to the
country. He recalled how
Fidel Castro, on receiving
it, termed it 10,000 tonnes
of solidarity.

Sashi Kumar, Chairman,
Asian College of Journal-
ism, said the Cuban health
system had become a by-
word for excellence and
highlighted how Cuban
doctors had served many
other countries in need as
well. He said that it was im-
portant to observe how the
western media under-re-
ported Cuba’s achieve-
ments, adding that there
was no other country
which was browbeaten so
consistently and unjustly
by the U.S. as Cuba and yet
the country continued to
keep the core values of re-
volution alive.
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Alcohol’s cancer risk calls for policy review — The Statesman, 20" Jan., 2023

Alcohol’s cancer risk calls for policy review

/.

RAKESH KOCHHAR
FORMER PRESIDENT, INDIAN SOCIETY OF
GASTROENTEROLOGY

HE world is taking note of
ramifications of alcohol-
related costs to the nations.
In a recent article in The
Lancet, the World Health Organisa
tion (WHO) has warned that there is
no ‘safe limit' to alcohol consump.
tion, and even a small amount may
ase the risk of
verall, alcohol consumption is
||rk1d to as m as 3 million deaths

affected by aleobol com-
pared with older people, and one in
seven deaths among those aged
between 20 and 39 years is attributed to
n?rnhnl In ’f"l) alcohol was rrcpr»r si-

India (1.5 per cent of women and 18.8
per cent of men; 16.5 per cent in rural
areas and 19.9 per cent in urban
India). / aption was the
highest in Arunachal Prade!
per cent), lowed by Tels
24.56 per cent) and Jharkhand (
per cent). In Punjab, it 11.8 per

cent, Haryana 85 per cent, and in
Chandigarh 9.84 per cent.

There has been an increase in alco-
hol consumption in India in the last
three decades by clase to 5.5 per cent
in men over 15 rs of age and 1o &
smaller extent in women too.

The incr mption could
be due to increased access and mar-
keting, char social accepts
female empowerment and
incomes, Alcohol consumption i
more a taboo and age I8 no long
factor. Liberalisation of alcohol per-
mits and licences for restaurants and
bars has also contributed to the rising
phion. The average age of initi
ation has also come down.

Alcohol is widely known to cause liv
er cirrhosis and its resultant complica-
jor impact of alco

¢ in con:

consun

drunk d'iva, Alcot

creatitis,
stroke, aleohol dependence, psychi-
atric disorders, dementia, self-harm

\.u:l gastroenterology wards in
public hospitals of north India are
full of patients of alcoholic liver dis-
ease and aleok
tis, both of w can be life-threat-
ening and can financially ruin a
family. Absente s of produc

tivity, social strife and dome:
lence are also the negativ
aloohol use. In addition. illicit alco-

hol may lead to bline nd ¢
death. It has bee;
harm per litre’ is more to poor indi
viduals than those affluent.

There is not much awareness ahout

the link between cancers and aleo
hol, Apart from liver cancer, cancers
of head and neck. pancreas, colon,
gus and breast are also relat-
lcohol use, accounting to over
4 per cent of all cancers. The Interna-
tional Agency for Research on Can
cer has classified alcohol as a high-
risk  carcinogen, together with
radiation and ;mulu

cash cow for
trying to
aleohal by

increase
boosting sales. In som

states, excise
up to 25
Punjab
tment collected over Rs
1,000 crore in the fir
2022 and the
increased by ovi

duty on alcohol contributs

per cont, The

There is a need to educate
people about the harmful
effects of alcohol, much like
what's done for smoking. Most
patients with alcohok-related
diseases do not fathom the

gravity of the situation. All forms

of alcohol advertisements,
including surrogate ones,
should be prohibited.

HARMFUL: Tha WHO has warmed that thera s
no 'safa limit' to alcohol consumption, &rock

) liquor.
Haryana A\sn clocked an increase of by the families, i

ore in excise duty on alco-  not by the gov

A PGI study had projected the eco
cost of alcohol consumption in
B tical modelling, it
was calculated that between 2011  otherstatesw ith aggressive avadability in
and 2050, treatment of alcohol-relat-  statessuchas P n):nhand”anana Some
4 s u years ago, liguor avala
burden of Rs 3,100 billion on the was curbed
health system. The economic burden
out-of-pocket expendi-

loss of 1.45 per cent of  ston
» the Indian econ India

omy after taking account of revenue

os. 1t needs to be kept in

that this expenditure is borne

dustry, society, and

ment. The cur

gu\'emmem spending on health is
rp- rt-v-t of l‘m- P

on highways
dlowing a Supreme Court
's back 1o square ane again,
home
06, an
liquar

ter Management Act,
the pretext that crowding outsid
an be .

to roevaluate its

appmach towards alcohol, Admittedly,
today we cannot prevent anyone from
on ol, and revenue from
alex for developmental

projects in the short term, Howeve
the long run, the econonmic burds
consequences of alcohol consumption
r outweighs that Since it is the
oung adults, especially males, who
s most, it is important
interventions targeted at
demographic groups

orld Health Assembly
adopted the Global Alcohol Action
Plan last year. It was pointed out
that alcohal consumption is driven
by ‘rampant and unrestricting
advertising on social medis and
interference by the alcohol industry
to influence policy decisions’. It
ed for generating public
ness on disease burden of alcohol,
curtailing advertisements related to
shol, and formulation of policies

ware

d
about the har'nhll (*H
much like wha "
Most patients u.lh alcohol-
diseases do not fathom the g
situation they land in. All
aleohol ad
surrogate ones, ehould be prohibit-
ed. Moving liquor vends away from
the public glare can be a small but
significant  step. Drunk  driving
should be penalised heavily. It is
equally important that states should
not look mere! t enhancing rev
enue from ol sales. Expe
pub alth and healt
should be involved in
matters related to alcohol

e
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SIl launches 1%t made-in-India HPV vaccine for cervical cancer- The Statesman, 25"

Jan., 2023

The States

SII launches 1st made—in-lndia
HPV vaccine for cervical cancer

SNS & AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 24 JANUARY

Chief Executive Officer of
Serum Institute of India (SII),
Adar Poonawalla, on Tues-
dayannouncedthelaunch of
the first made-in-India Human
Papillomavirus (HPV) “CER-
VAVAC” vaccine, for the pre-
vention of cervical cancer. The
launch took placein thepres-
ence of home minister Amit
Shah, Adar Poonawalla, and
the Director of Government
& RegulatoryAffairs atSerum
Institute of India, Prakash K
Singh (in photo).

“Onthe occasion of India’s
National Girl Child Day and
Cervical Cancer Awareness
Month, @SerumiInstindia is
pleased to launch the first

made-in-India HPV vaccine
by the hands of our Hon'ble
Home Minister Shri @Amit-
Shah Ji. @PrakashKsingh7,”
tweeted Adar Poonawalla.
‘CERVAVAC  isanoutcome
of a partnership of DBT and
BIRACwith the Billand Melin-
da Gates Foundation, sup-
ported by Serum Institute of
India Private Limited for the
indigenous development of
quadrivalentvaccinethrough
its parmership programme
‘Grand Challenges India’

Wed, 25 January 2023 @'
e Nttps://epaper.thestatesman.cc
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