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Bangla cancer patient dies of dengue - The Telegraph, 3 Nov., 2022

Bangla cancer patient
dies of dengue

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta: A 58-yvear-old
woman from Bangladesh
who was in Calcutta and
Madhyamgram for at least 10
days for her cancer treatment
died of dengue at AMRI Hospi-
tals Dhakuria on Wednesday,
an official of the hospital said.

Shipra Das was suffering
from brain cancer and had
come to the city from Narail
in Bangladesh for treatment.
She passed away at 9.15am on
Wednesday.

“She died because of sepsis
and multi-organ failure, trig-
gered by dengue haemorrhag-
ic fever,” said an official of the
hospital.

“She was discharged from
the hospital on October 27

e

L

after radiotherapy. She came
back on October 30 with a high
fever and was admitted to the
hospital the next day. She test-
ed positive for dengue,” saidan
official of AMRI.

An official of the Calcutta

Municipal Corporation (CMC)
said Das had also tested posi-
tive for dengue at a diagnostic
lab in Madhyamgram.

“It seems she was staying
somewhere in Madhyamgram
while undergoing treatment
for other illnesses,” said the
official.

The woman was suffer-
ing from glioblastoma multi-
forme, an aggressive form of
cancer in the brain and spine,
besides Hepatitis-B. “Doctors
believe her existing conditions
made her more vulnerable to
dengue,” said the hospital of-
ficial

A number of people in
Caleutta have died of dengue
this vear. But neither the state
health department nor the
CMC has revealed the death
toll.
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St. Jude cancer care center turns 15 - The Free Press Journal, 3" Nov., 2022
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CURE OF CANCER
THROUGH AGENCY
OF LEAD

The interim results of an jmportant exper-
iment 10 pring aboul the cure of cancer
cells through the agency of lead are the
subject of an article in the Lancet by Dr.
Blair Bell, professor of (;\_,’naccn\()gy and
Physician of Liverpool University. Led in
suitable doses: he declares, appears in
nearly all cases 10 arrest the gmwth of
malignant tumours. Of 50 cases treated
during the last three years four are tenta-
tively regarded & od and many have
'\mpmvcd. while 21 have ended fatally.
Research along the lines of the new dis-
covery 1s as yet only in the prchmmary
stage. It 18 being financed by two well-
known public men whose names are not
divulged, and 1s undcrsmnd to be in the
| care ofa commitiee of doctors. “
\ C ~ ‘}\
. 6“? gtatfsma“ Sat, 14 November @ “2
\ https:ﬁfepaper.t \
. n
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Personalised cell ‘editing’ used treat cancer patients: study —The Hindu, 13 Nov., 2022

Personalised cell editing used to treat cancer patients: study

Press Trust of India

Scientists have, for the first
time, used the CRISPR
(Clustered Regularly Inter-
spaced Short Palindromic
Repeats) technology to in-
sert genes that allow im-
mune cells to attack cancer
cells, potentially leaving
normal cells unharmed
and increasing the effec-
tiveness of
immunotherapy.

The CRISPR gene edit-
ing technique has been

previously used in humans
to remove specific genes to
allow the immune system
to be more activated
against cancer.

The research, published
in the journal Nature, used
CRISPR to not only take
out specific genes, but also
to insert new ones in im-
mune cells efficiently redi-
recting them to recognise
mutations in the patient’s
own cancer cells.

When infused back to
patients, these CRISPR-en-

gineered immune cells pre-
ferentially traffic to the
cancer and become the
most represented immune
cells there, the researchers
said.

Cell therapy
The human immune sys-
tem has specific receptors
on immune cells that can
specifically recognise can-
cer cells and differentiate
them from normal cells.
These are different for
every patient, so finding an

efficient way to isolate can-
cer cells and insert them
back into immune cells to
generate a personalised
cell therapy to treat cancer
is key to making the ap-
proach feasible on a large
scale.

The researchers found
an efficient way to isolate
these immune receptors
from the patient’s own
blood.

After isolation, the im-
mune receptors are used to
redirect immune cells to

recognise cancer using the
CRISPR gene editing.

“This is a leap forward
in developing a personal-
ised treatment for cancer,
where the isolation of im-
mune receptors that specif-
ically recognise mutations
in the patient’s own cancer
are used to treat the can-
cer,” said Antoni Ribas
from the University of Cali-
fornia, U.S., and a corres-
ponding author of the re-
search paper.

“The generation of a

personalised cell treat-
ment for cancer would not
have been feasible without
the newly developed abili-
ty to use the CRISPR tech-
nique to replace the im-
mune  receptors  in
clinical-grade cell prepara-
tions in a single step,” he
added.

The researchers report
treating as many as 16 pa-
tients with a variety of so-
lid cancers including co-
lon, breast and lung
cancers.
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Lung cancer is hitting younger desis: Study - the Times of india, 14 Nov.,2022

Lung cancer is hitting
younger desis: Study

‘60% With Small Cell Lung Cancer Heavy Smokers’

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The mean ageat
which Indians are diagnosed
with Small Cell Lung Cancer
(SCLC), an aggressive form
of the disease, is 57 years —
approximately a decade ear-
lier compared to the western
countries, says a study that
looked at the profile of SCL.C
cases treated at AIIMS here
during 2008-2020.

It also underscores the
roleof smokinginthedevel-
opment of SCLC which
comprises13-15% of alllung
cancer cases globally as
well as in India.

Between 2008 and 2020,
the lung cancer clinic of Al-
IMS managed 361 SCLC pa-
tients. According to the
study published in Lung In-
dia, 43% of the patients
were reformed smokers
whereas 35% were current
smokers. “More than 60% of
the patients were heavy
smokers,” says the study.

“Our study showed that
close to 80% of the patients
were former or reformed
smokers, making it the sin-
gle most important factor
associated with SCLC. It is
also pertinent to note that
65% of the patients in our
study were heavy smokers
(smoking index more than
300), further reiterating the
role of smoking and its in-

Getty Images/iStockphoto

STUBIT OUT

tensity in the development
of SCLC,” itsays.

The study found that
around 20% of the patients
diagnosed with SCLC were
non-smokers. The research-
ers say it is difficult to ascer-
tain the exact reasons for the
same but point towards the
role of air pollution in the de-
velopment of lungcancer.

“Although it is difficult to
ascertain the exact reasons
for the same, there is evi-
dence that prolonged expo-
sure to particulate matter 2.5
mm (PM2.5) inambientairis
associated with an increase
in the risk of lung cancer, es-
pecially in low and middle-
income nations,” they said.

The most common
symptoms of SCLC patients
were cough (84%), fatigue/
weakness (83%), loss of
weight (77%), shortness of
breath (74%), loss of appe-
tite (73%) and chest pain
(72%). Also, 4.8% of pa-

tients presented with par-
tial blockage in the superior
vena cava, a major vein in
the upper body that carries
blood from head, neck, up-
per chest and arms to the
heart, says the study.

The researchers includ-
ed former AIIMS director
Randeep Guleria, head of
pulmonology department
Anant Mohan and Rambha
Pandey from the depart-
ment of radiation oncology
among others. It showed ap-
proximately one-third
(34%) of the patients had re-
ceived anti-TB treatment
for varying durations be-
forethediagnosis of cancer.

“In our study, the maxi-
mum time delays (in the ini-
tiation of cancer treatment)
occurred between patient re-
ferrals fromhis primary doc-
tor to our referral centre (122
days). One of the primary
reasons for this could be the
lack of pulmonary medicine
specialists involved in the
initial management of such
patients or simply a lack of
clinical suspicion due to the
high burden of TB in our
population. We feel this is an
area that needs urgent re-
form and education about
the high-risk groups and
their symptoms, which will
enable early and timely re-
ferral of patients with sus-
pected lung cancer tospecial-
istcentres,” itsaid.
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‘Wanted to show cancer is not impossible to fight’

Marcus.Mergulhao
@timesgroup.com

Panaji: IPS officer Nidhin Val-
san, who on Sunday finished the
Ironman 70.3 race in Goa, com-
pleted his 70,3 miles in eight
hours, three minutes and 53 sec-
onds (8:03:53 hrs), well before the
cut-off time of eight-and-a-half
hours.

The Ironman 70.3 race in-
cludes1.9kmof swimming, 90km
cycling and 21km running, back-
to-back, to be completed within
thestipulated time.

“It was actually tough to just
think of participating in the
Ironman race, I was not sure, My
healthwasbad,and [ hadputona
lotof weight —90kg—becauseof
high steroids (which were used)

during chemotherapy. I wanted
to do something that would re-
duce my weight,” said the 37-
year-old police officer.

Initially, Valsan thought of
competing inahalf marathon. It
involves running for 21km, at
whatever pace. When friends

told him of Ironman 70.3 being
held in Goa, hiseyes litup.

His first day of training, in
February this year, included
one-minute run, followed by two
minutes of walk. He almost gave
up after 15 minutes since his
body wasn't ready to take the
load. But he soldiered on and
completed thed0-minute task.

Slowly but surely, he was
making progress. His body start-
ed responding to the challenge,
and after a month, the training
routine became part of hislife.

“Theideawastojusttry. Once
I started enjoying the process, it
became part of my life. I tried to
sleep on time and, due to my of-
fice work, trained early in the
morning. When everyone was
sleeping, I was training. When

everyone was going out for din-
nerand partying, I was sleeping,
giving my body time to recover,”
said Valsan.

It was not until October that
the police officer was convinced
that he could pass the Ironman
703 test, however exacting it
might be.

“I thought if I am able to do
this, I will be able to show the
world what one can achieve, and
hopefully show to everyone that
cancer is not an impossible dis-
easetofight. It'sdifficult, but you
can fight, defeat it, and then do
better and challenging things,”
hetold TOL

“Once you decide what you
havetodoand the brain is tuned,
the body will follow. This is what
happened tomy life,” he said.
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Deadly Cocktail: How Docs, Shady Firms
Joined Hands To Make Fake Cancer Drugs

Syndicate Was Manufacturing And Supplying Over 21 Spurious Medicines, Say Police

Rajshekhar.Jha

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: After completing
his MBBS from China’s Hubei
University and clearing hisfo-
reign medical graduate ex-
amination (FMGE), the scree-
ning test of the Medical Coun-
cil of India, Dr Pabitra Naray-
an Pradhan’s career took the
usual path. From Delhi’'s GTB
Hospital, he moved to Super
Speciality Cancer Institute
and later to Deepchand Band-
hu Hospital as a junior resi-
dent. Cops said a ‘business
proposition’ by a fellow medi-
cine student from Bangladesh
to manufacture medicines by
procuring active pharmaceu-
tical ingredients (APIs) was
too tempting for him to pass
up on, prompting his journey
intoalifeof crime.

To make big money, Prad-
han got his cousin Shubham
Mannaand Ram Kumar invol-
ved inhis planand started ma-
king spurious cancer drugs.
“He had been providing spu-
rious medicines at a discoun-
ted 50% of market prices. He
was manufacturing and supp-
lying more than 21 spurious
cancer medicines of various
companies of different count-

i special commissioner
crime) Ravindra Yadav said.

The syndicate comprised
highly-qualified and well-
earning individuals. Manna
had completed his BTech and

PLAYING WITH LIVES

FacToRY; —@
Sonipat,
Haryana

> 7 members of
international syndicate,
including MBBS doctors,
MBAs and engineers,
arrested by Crime Branch

> Manufacturing units
busted at Sonipat, Haryana;
godown busted at Tronica
City, Ghaziabad

THE OPERATION & ARREST

> 20 international
brands’ cancer
medicines worth

38 crore recovered.
Huge quantity of loose
medicines, packets,
packaging material
and machinery
equipment also seized

MODUS OPERANDI

> Gang designed foil strips, outer
packaging and got them printed from
Dehradun and Noida

> One module provided capsules, while

the other procured the raw material and

API (actual pharmaceutical ingredients)

to prepare spurious tablets and capsules
at factory in Gannaur, Sonipat

S.No | Name of Medicine

‘ 1 | TabTagrisso 80 mg
2 Tab Tagrix 80 mg

\ 3 \ Tab Osicent 80mg
4 Tab Olanib 150mg

‘ 5 \ Cap Palboxen 125 mg
6 Tab Osimert 80mg

|7 | capPalbocent 125mg
8 Tab Ventoxen 100 mg

Everest
Everest
Incepta
Incepta

> The prepared capsules and tablets
were then packaged professionally at an
office in Tronica City, Ghaziabad

> The medicines were sent to couriers,
as per the demand given by the

accused doctors

> Proceeds of crime were invested in real
estate in Gurgaon, West Bengal and Nepal

MEDICINES SEIZED
Original Company
AstraZeneca
BEACON Pharma
Incepta Pharma
Everest Pharma

Quantity
150 tablets
80 strips
4,620 tablets
1,200 tablets
105 capsules
600 tablets
911 capsules
660 tablets

MAIN CHARACTERS

© Dr Pabitra Narayan Pradhan
An MBBS from University of China.
Worked with GTB Hospital, Super
Specialty Cancer Institute, Delhi
and Deepchand Bandhu Hospital in
Delhi as junior resident

© Shubham Manna

B.Tech from Bengaluru. Earlier
served in MNCs

© Ram Kumar

Ran a pharmaceutical factory,
named RDM Biotech, in

Gannaur, Haryana

O Aekansh Verma

Has own pharma firm called
Medyork Pharma Chandigarh.
Supplied consignments of 1

lakh capsules to gang. Also

lured patients through Indimart
e-commerce portal

O Parbhat Kumar

Owner of Aditya Pharma and has
office in Bhagirath Place, Chandni
Chowk, Delhi. An MBA, who has
earlier worked in an MNC. Later, came into
wholesale business of oncology and
nephrology-related medicines

O Pankaj Singh Bohra

ITI diploma holder,

handled packaging

@ Ankit Sharma

ITI diploma holder, handled
courier and delivery of medicines

served in MNCs before joi-
ninghands with Pradhan. Po-
licesaid hisjobwastogenera-
te barcodes, emboss batch
numbers and expiry dates on

medicines. He also looked af-
ter overall packaging of the
spurious medicines.
Another accused, Ram
Kumar, ran a factory named

RDM Biotech in Haryana's
Gannaur, where the fake me-
dicines were prepared using
starchand APIL Duringinter-
rogation, he told cops he met

Pradhan in Bawana in 2018
duringabusinessdeal. Atthe
time, Pradhan posed asadoc-
torat AIIMS.

Another suspect, Aekansh

Verma, ran a pharma compa-
ny named Medyork in Chandi-
garh, policesaid. “Hesupplied
one lakh capsules to the gang.
The capsules had ‘Incepta’, a
Bangladeshi brand, engraved
on them. He took fake Tegris-
so and other spurious cancer
cure tablets from Pradhan
and supplied them to users,”
special CP Yadav added.

Verma used the facility of
Indiamart to get mobile num-
bers of customers who were
searching for cancer medici-
nes online. “He used to con-
tact them and provide spurio-
us medicine at a cheaper rate.
He was taking 50% margins
onsale price,” Yadav said.

Another suspect, Parbhat
Kumar, is the owner of Adi-
tya Pharma, which has an of-
fice in Bhagirath Place.

“He is an MBA graduate
and had worked in an MNC .
Later, he got into wholesale
business of medicines related
to oncology and nephrology.
Pradhan used to come to his
shop for cancer drugs. After
some time, he offered him spu-
rious drugs at lower prices,”
DCP (crime) Amit Goel said.

The other arrested accu-
sed, Pankaj Bohra and Ankit
Sharma, are ITI diploma hol-
ders who handled the supply
chain through couriers. Cops
are now looking for other
membersof thesyndicateand
raids are on in three states to
nab them, sources said.
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City cops bust int’l racket
selling fake life-saving
cancer drugs, arrest doc

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In a two-month-
long operation, Delhi Police’s
crime branch has busted an
international racket manu-
facturing and selling spurio-
us life-saving cancer medici-
nes, thus endangering the he-
alth of critical patients.

Seven members of this
syndicate, including the al-
leged kingpin — an MBBS
doctor—three pharmacom-
pany owners and an engine-
er, have been arrested. Two
more doctors are under the
scanner, but areabsconding.

The racket allegedly in-
vested the proceeds of the
crime in real estate across
India and Nepal.

Special commissioner
(crime) Ravindra Singh Ya-
dav said a factory in Sonipat
and a packaging and storage
unit in Ghaziabad’s Tronica
City have been unearthed

LENS ON 2 MORE DOCS

» Fake cancer medicines of
20 international brands
recovered from Gzb godown

»Owners of 3 pharma cos
arrested; lens on 2 more
docs, including a B'deshi

» Racket invested proceeds
of crime in real estate in
Gurgaon, Bengal and Nepal

Kingpin worked
in GTB Hospital

lleged kingpin Dr PN
/ A\ Pradhan, a Noida reside-
nt, did his MBBS from Chin-
a’s Hubei univ. He worked in
Delhi’s GTB Hospital & Deep
Chand Bandhu Hospital.P5

and Rs 8 crore worth fake me-
dicines of 20 reputed inter-
national brands seized.

» Cops tracing patients, P 5
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Cops trying to trace patients who were conned by gang

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The internation-
al fake drugs syndicate that
has been busted by Delhi Po-
lice used to procure capsules
from an associate’s firm and
then manufacture fake medi-
cines by filling them mostly
withstarch. It costthemafew
rupees in making and pack-
aging these but each capsule
fetched them Rs 20,000 at the
least, Special commissioner
(crime) Ravindra Singh Ya-
davsaid. Whileastrip of orig-
inal life-saving drugs costs
around Rs 2 lakh in the white

market, the syndicate prom-
ised patients they would help
themgetastripforRs1.51akh.

“The gang was selling
false hopes by providing fake
drugs with no active ingre-
dients and thus playing with
livesof innocent victims,” Ya-
dav said. The cops are now
tracing the patients who be-
came victim to this con. They
have also appealed to the pub-
lic to buy medicines from
trusted and established soure-
esandnotfall for crooks.

The accused kingpin has
been identified as Dr Pabitra
Narayan Pradhan, a resident
of sector 45 in Noida, He and

sixof hisassociateshad come
under the scanner after the
interstate cell of the crime
branch received inputs about
a gang selling spurious can-
cer drugs. A team led by DCP
Amit Goel, comprising ACP
Ramesh Lamba, inspector Sa-
tender Mohan and others,
wasformedtobust theracket.

Technical ~ surveillance
andon-ground verification of
inputs led the cops to the go-
down in Ghaziabad. Some ar-
rests were subsequently
made. During verification of
recovered medicines, the rep-
resentative of one of the
brands, AstraZeneca, con-

firmed that recovered medi-
cines were fake,

“Amit Kumar, the manag-
er, regulatory affairs of As-
traZeneca, reported that the
recovered medicine, Tagris-
§0 80 MG (Osimertinib Tab),
was counterfeit and posed a
patient safety risk,” special
CP Yadavadded.

During interrogation, Dr
Pradhan revealed the roles of
one Dr Rasel from Bangla-
desh and another, Dr Anil.
Copsarelookingfor them,

The accused revealed that
they used to prepare the foil
stripsandouter packaging by
replicating the original de-

sign and then got them print-
ed in Dehradun and Noida.
Theirassociate then supplied
them with empty capsules
and other raw materials, fol-
lowing which spurious medi-
cines were prepared in their
factory in Sonipat. The con-
signment, as per demand,
was then sent to the unit in
(Ghaziabad. The final packag-
ing and supply were carried
out from there. During the
raid on the godown, the offi-
cials of UP Drug Control De-
partment were also roped in,
whohavefiledaseparate FIR,

In addition to fake medi-
cines, a huge quantity of

packaging material, boxes
and equipment like a batch-
markembossingmachine, in-
duction sealing machine, tab-
let counter machines, shrink
water dryer, stamps for holo-
gram and hologram strips
werealsoseized.

The cops are now digging
deeper into where the sus-
pects used the proceeds of
crime. Among the seizures
are two plots in Gurgaon on
which eight flats are being
constructed, Rs 1.3 lakh cash,
land parcels in Durgapur and
Nepal. Cash worth Rs 14.99
lakh has been frozen in the
bank locker of theaccused.
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Natco partner loses appeal in U.S. on cancer drug copy - The Hindu, 18
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TV actor Aindrila, cancer survivor,
passes away after 20-day hosp stay

Priyanka.Dasgupta
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: TV actor Aindrila
Sharma passed away at a pri-
vate hospital in Howrah on
Sunday noon. The 25-year-old
had battled a Primitive Neuro-
Ectodermal Tumor (PNET) in
the spine in 2015 and had a re-
lapse in 2021. Her demise on
Sunday came as a big blow to
people across the country who
had sought inspiration in her
war against cancer.

On November 1, Aindrila
was brought to the emergency
section of Narayana Super-
speciality Hospital in a coma-
tose condition and was imme-
diately intubated and put on a
ventilator: Her CT scan of the
brain showed a massive hae-
morrhage in the left half of
the brain. “Our neurosurgeon
performed a critical surgery
and the biopsy showed she had
brain metastases from
Ewing’s sarcoma. Metastatic
Ewing’s sarcoma is an extre-
mely fatal disease with very
poor prognosis,” the hospital
bulletin said.

While a combined team of
neurosurgeon, neurologist,
critical care specialist, infec-
tious disease specialist, medi-
cal oncologist, radiologist and
radiation oncologist worked
on Aindrila, her beau, actor
Sabyasachi Chowdhury, took

AN INSPIRATION FOR MANY

Debobrata Shome

2 B

Family members break down as Aindrila Sharma’s
(inset) body is brought to her Kudghat residence

Birth | February 5, 1997

Death | November 20, 2022
Some popular serials | Jibon
Jyoti’, ‘Mahapeeth Tarapeeth’,
‘Jiyon Kathi’, Jhumur’

Web series | ‘Bhagar’

Reality shows she appeared in
‘Didi No.1’, ‘Dadagiri’
Award | On March 10 this year, CM
Mamata Banerjee presented Aindrila
with the ‘remarkable comeback’
award at the Tele Samman Awards.
Two months before that, the actor had
completed shooting for Jiyon Kathi’
on her return to the city after her first
chemotherapy session in Delhi

to social media, asking people
to pray foramiracle.

Over the years, Aindrila’s
documentation of her war
against cancer resonated with
many. Born and brought up in
Behrampore, Murshidabad,
Aindrila had been in the news
forboth her performance in te-
levision projects and her posi-
tive approach to life. In the 20
days since she was admitted,
even those who had never wat-
ched her television program-
mes prayed for her.

Though still on ventilator
post surgery, Aindrila had
shown signs of recovery. Ac-
cording to the hospital, she de-

veloped amassivestrokeinthe
left side of her brain 10 days af-
ter surgery. Later, she develo-
ped a stroke on the right side
of the brain. On Sunday, she
suffered cardiac arrest and
succumbed at 12.59pm.
Condolence messages floo-
ded social media after the
news broke. Actor Prosenjit
Chatterjee posted that her
“willpower” will remain an
“inspiration”; chief minister
Mamata Banerjee tweeted
that the zeal with which Aind-
rila had fought cancer will re-
main an example for others.
“Her tragic demise will be a
big loss for the acting world,”

the CM posted.

On Sunday, videos of Aind-
rial’s episodes from ‘Didi No.l’
and ‘Dadagiri’ went viral aga-
in. Many couldn’t hold back te-
ars watching her match steps
with Arijit Singh’s ‘Asatoma
Sadgamaya’ from ‘Khaad’ that
was aired on ‘Dadagiri’ with
Sourav Ganguly in the audien-
ce. The heart-tugging moment
came when Ganguly took acue
from the line, ‘ Eto anando ayo-
Jjon sobi britha amae chhara’
and hugged Aindrila to under-
line the emptiness of celebra-
tions in her absence. On Sun-
day, the clip resonated the fee-
ling of loss that Bengal felt.
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Actor Aindrila, |
cancer survivor,
passes away

~—y "V actor Aindrila Shar-
ma passed away ata pri-
g vate hospital
in Howrah
on Sunday

afternoon.
The 25-year-
S old had bat-
ot | tled @ Primi-
tive Neuro-Ectodermal Tu-
mor in the spine in 2015 and
had guffered 2 relapse In
2021.0n November 1,shewas
brought to Narayana Super-
speciality Hospital in a co-
matose condition and was
given ventilator support. A
CT scan of the brain showed
massive haemor -hage in the
left half of the brain. She un-
derwent a critical surgery
and a biopsy showed brain
metastases from Ewing’s
sarcoma,a fatal disease W ith
very poor prognosis. After
briefly showing signs of rec-
uffered two brain
strokes an ardiac
arrest at 12.59pm on Sunday.
CM Mamata Banerjee wWas
among the many — includ-
ing her acting peers — to ex-
press condolence on social

media.P3
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24-yr-old actor who inspired
fight against cancer passes

Priyanka.Dasgupta
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: TV actor Aindrila
Sharma passed away in
Howrah on Sunday. Sharma
(24) had battled a primitive
neuro-ectodermal tumor
(PNET) in the spine in 2015
and had arelapse in 2021. Her
demise came as a big blow to
people across the country
who had sought inspiration
in her war against cancer.
On November 1, Aindrila
was brought to the emergen-
cy sectionof NarayanaSuper-
speciality Hospital in a coma-
tose condition and was imme-
diately intubated and put on
ventilator. Her CT scan of the
brain showed a massive hae-
morrhage in the left half of
the brain. “Our neurosurge-
on performed a critical sur-
gery and the biopsy showed
she had brain metastases
from Ewing’s sarcoma. Meta-
static Ewing’s sarcoma is an
extremely fatal disease with
very poor prognosis,” the hos-
pital bulletin said.
Whileacombined team of
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Over the years, Aindrila’s
documentation of her war
against cancer had resonated
with many. She became a
symbol of optimism for anyone
fighting against the disease

neurosurgeon, neurologist,
critical carespecialist, infec-
tious disease specialist,
medical oncologist, radio-
logist and radiation oncolo-
gist worked tirelessly on
Aindrila, her beau, actor Sa-
byasachi Chowdhury, took to
social media to request peo-
ple to pray for a miracle.
Though shelost the final bat-
tle, Aindrila will forever re-
main a fighter for them.
Over the years, Aindri-

la’s documentation of her
war against cancer had reso-
nated with many. She be-
came a symbol of optimism
for anyone fighting the war
against the disease.
Aindrila has been in the
news for both her perform-
ance in TV projects like ‘Ji-
bon Jyoti’, ‘Mahapeeth Tara-
peeth’ and ‘Jiyon Kathi’, and
her positive approach to life.
In the 20 days since she was
admitted, even those who
had never watched her
shows prayed for her.
Though still on ventilator
post surgery, Aindrila had
shown signs of recovery. As
per the hospital, she devel-
oped a massive stroke in the
leftsideof herbrainl0daysaf-
ter surgery. Later, she devel-
oped a stroke on theright side
of the brain. On Sunday, she
suffered cardiac arrest and
succumbed at 12.59pm.
Condolence messages
flooded social media after
the news broke. “Her demise
will be a big loss for the act-
ing world,” tweeted chief
minister Mamata Banerijee.
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